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MESSAGE

“.....Knowledge is power and it can only be acquired by facilities for training. It is conceded
that training can significantly upgrade the capability of everyone called upon to perform a
duty. .....” (Law Commission of India in its 117th Report)

| am glad to know that the Meghalaya State Judicial Academy is coming out with the
first issue of its Newsletter.

The Meghalaya State Judicial Academy, established on 4" May 2016, has, right
from inception, marched ahead to fulfill the objectives of continuous judicial education and
training of Judicial Officers as also of other role-players in the unique justice delivery
system of the State of Meghalaya. The learned members of the Governing Council of
Academy have made incessant efforts to ensure that all the functions of the Academy are
carried out with optimum efficacy. The commitment of staff headed by the Director and the
Deputy Director has equally contributed in making the Academy a vibrant wing of the High
Court of Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya State Judicial Academy though is yet to have its own permanent
infrastructure and faculty members but nothing has impeded its functioning and since
inception, the Academy has embarked on the vital task of imparting first foundational
course training to the newly appointed 12 Grade-lll Judicial Officers of 2016 batch. The
Academy has also set out its priorities in arranging wide-ranging seminars/ workshops with
various stake holders in the realm of administration of justice. It goes without saying that
meaningful exchange of knowledge and experience in such events would go a long way in
proper and effective dispensation of justice in the State.

The glimpses in this newslettef of the seminars and training programmes conducted
by the Meghalaya State Judicial Academy, | am sure, would propel everyone related with
judicial fraternity to contribute in.the mission of the Academy, to build and grow together,
whether by sharpening their own skills with participation in the forthcoming events or by
disseminating the knowledge for the benefit of others.

I wish the Meghalaya State Judicial Academy all the very best in its endeavours.

(Dinesh Maheshwari)/

Shillong 21%' November 2017
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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the Meghalaya State
Judicial Academy is bringing out a newsletter, a first of its kind, to
provide a platform for expressions and highlights to the various
activities of the Academy and to the subjects of interest as brought
forward by the contributors in the form of write ups and articles.The

effort to bring out this newsletter is commendable.

[ am also happy to know that the Academy has maintained a
calendar covering seminars, workshops and courses catering to the
different sections of the legal fraternity of which this newsletter is

projecting.

Though infant in age, the Meghalaya State Judicial Academy
has made a promising start and shown signs of growth. I take this

opportunity to wish the Academy more success as it ventures into more

@

(JwuStice Sudip Ranjan Sen)

activities covering milestones of greater height.
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MESSAGE

Dated: 20th Nov. 2017

It gives me immense pleasure to have been asked to pen a few of my
thoughts and reflections to be published in the Meghalaya State Judicial

Academy’s first issue of the Newsletter.

Established only on 4tMay 2016 under orders of Hon’ble the Chief
Justice Mr. Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, I am deeply happy to note that the
Academy has achieved outstanding feats in this short span - with the
completion of the one-year foundational course training for the Grade III
Judicial Officers in June-July 2017, 12 (twelve) Judicial Officers have been
posted in the respective Judgeships as Judicial Magistrates. Besides, regular
in-course training is being imparted to members of subordinate Judiciary as

well as members of the Bar.

On being r¢quested to share my thoughts and reflections for the
Newsletter, I was spontaneously drawn to a topic which I deeply cherish and I
feel it is extremely relevant in our setting i.e. qualities of a Judge. Presently,
there are only 39 (thirty-nine) officers in subordinate Judiciary in the entire
State which may appear smaller as compared to other States; however, I am
confident to assert that our Judicial Officers are possessed with all the
requisite skills and are destined to only mature as professionals and

remarkable human beings.

The former late President of this country Shri. A.P.J Abdul Kalam while
interacting with Judges of the Hon’ble Supreme Court remarked thus, “You
are 26 Judges of the Supreme Court. You are 26 role models of judiciary for this
nation of more than one billion people. People look up at you for vindicating their
grievances and for removal of injustice. You must come up to their expectations.
You must have a vision and do your best to give shape to your vision. ”Equally

true is that every judge is a role model to the society to which he belongs.
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In this context, | may say that every Judicial Officer of this State is
living up to the changing needs of society and the clarion call for justice.
Whilst it may be true that our Judicial Officers are placed a notch less than
that of other States in terms of infrastructural amenities but, they have never

ceased to display the same kind of commitment to service and sense of duty.

Socrates, a Greek philosopher, said that the four qualities required in a
Judge are - “to hear courteously, to answer wisely, to consider soberly and to
decide impartially.”The task of dispensing justice is an onerous one and is
met with myriad challenges — pressure of managing time both in Court and at
home, meeting deadlines and most importantly to decide on which side truth

lies.

To hear courteously implies that a Judge ought not to make up his
mind before arguments are led on both sides. Every warring side has a story
to tell and the Judge’s primary duty is to impatiently hear each side. The next
course, which will be enhanced with time, is to separate grain from the chaff
in ascertaining truth from falsehood. To be able to answer wisely, a Judge
must marshal facts and the law. He must develop a logical and an analytical
mind. Equally important is for a Judge to be sympathetic to the cause of
justice but not frustrate it by being biased. Thus, to consider soberly, he mv;,lst
be in the right frame of mind, to not be swayed by emotions and misplaced
benevolence. Lastly, a Judge must not only be impartial but also seen to be
impartial. It is the capacity to decide impartially which must be a benchmark

in a Judge’s day-to-day functioning.

I can only hope for better times ahead for each of our Judicial Officers

and fervently wish them successful careers in Judiciary.

Lastly, I wish all the readers a happy reading, and officers of the

Academy best wishes in compiling this Newsletter.

\/ﬁ;ﬁ;

(JUSTICE V.P. VAISH)
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THE ACADEMIC YEAR FROM JULY 2016 TO JUNE 2017
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THE ACADEMIC YEAR FROM JULY 2017 TILL DATE
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