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CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA



P
. From the Desk of
. The Chief Justice of India

“WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA", gifted ourselves the Constitution 71 years ago, to run our Republic as a modern
democracy. The Constitutional scheme of separation of powers guaranteed total freedom to all the three organs of
the State, viz., Legislature, Executive and the Judiciary.

While the framers of the Constitution made accountability an integral element vis-a-vis the Legislature and Executive,
they consciously decided to keep the Judiciary on a different pedestal. They trusted the conscience of the men
and women who would come to adorn the Bench and their competence in upholding the Constitution in letter
and spirit. This explains the absence of any provision in the Constitution to judge the functioning of the Judiciary.
Looking back, I, as a member of this pre-eminent organ, can proudly claim that as an institution, the Judiciary has
lived up to the faith reposed in it by the Constituent Assembly.

In the absence of any overseeing mechanism, it is imperative for the Judiciary to be extremely cautious. It is only
through regular stock taking and introspection that this Institution can measure the effectiveness of self-regulation
in discharge of its duties. I am happy to present this Annual Report on the year gone-by which is a result of such
stock taking and introspection. Part 1 of this report gives a bird’s eye view of the Supreme Court and Part 2 deals
with 25 High Courts and the lower judiciary.

This report also gives me an opportunity to place before all the stakeholders our vision for the future. Every
dynamic public institution needs to constantly innovate to keep pace with changing times and to live up to people’s
imagination. The Judiciary in India is no exception to this. The Supreme Court of India, faced with the challenges
posed by the devastating pandemic, had to be at its innovative best to ensure that not a day was lost in the Court’s
working. I give full credit to my colleagues on the Bench, members of the Bar and the Registry for meeting this
challenge collectively.

This period also witnessed a host of other initiatives taking shape. Through a judicial order, FASTER system is being
introduced for secure and instantaneous communication of orders between the Court and prisons. This model will
be replicated for other services too. The Centre for Research and Planning is being augmented. In a first, the media
is granted access to Court proceedings through the Supreme Court mobile application. The application is constantly
being enriched with user friendly features and now also has a link for indicative notes. Live streaming of Court
proceedings is on the cards.

During the period under report, I had the great privilege of administering the oath of office to nine new Judges
in the Supreme Court Auditorium, an event that was beamed live for the first time. It is very heartening to note
that the number of vacancies in the Apex Court is reduced to just one, and for the first time ever the number of
women Judges has touched four. I hope to see this number grow further.

The Collegia worked overtime to facilitate filling up of vacancies across the High Courts as well. This is an ongoing
exercise and I am hopeful that the vacancies will be reduced to the bare minimum in the near future.

I am sure this Annual Report will be a fascinating study for the researchers, academicians, lawyers, students, policy
makers, people’s representatives and the general public alike.

(N V Ramana)






INTRODUCTION

The “Indian Judiciary: Annual Report 2020-2021” is a consolidated ready reckoner on the recent
initiatives, achievements and accomplishments of the Indian judiciary led by the Supreme Court of
India. The Report is divided into two parts; Part-1 pertains to the Supreme Court while Part-2 is dedicated
to the 25 High Courts.

Part-1 of the Report comprises of 16 chapters. Chapter 1 contains brief profiles of Hon'ble the Chief
Justice of India and Hon'ble Judges of the Supreme Court. Chapter 2 gives a historical perspective
on the Supreme Court- tracing its’ evolution from past to present. Chapter 3 is about the jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court. Chapter 4 gives details about the architecture, features and facilities in the
original Supreme Court Building as well as the Additional Building Complex. Chapter 5 entitled ‘Court
Administration’ contains information about the different sections of the Supreme Court Registry
including the specialized Secretariats. Chapter 6 is about court processes, judicial work flow and case
management. Chapter 7 contains information about some of the specific initiatives taken by the Supreme
Court in the recent past. Chapter 8 is about the challenges faced by the Supreme Court - in ensuring
“access to justice” during the COVID-pandemic era; and the solutions arrived at. Chapter 9 is about the
Bar while Chapter 10 relates to the Supreme Court Judges Library, and the Supreme Court Museum.
Chapter 11 is a narration about use and deployment of information and communication technology in
Supreme Court as an effective tool for administration and dispensation of justice. Chapter 12 details
information about the activities of the National Judicial Academy (NJA), the Indian Law Institute (ILI),
and Universities in which Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India / Hon'ble Judges of the Supreme Court
are Chancellors/ Visitors. Information about engagement and selection of Law Clerks-cum-Research
Assistants and Law Trainees in Supreme Court, and activities of the ‘Centre for Research and Planning’
unit of the Supreme Court is also contained therein. Chapter 13 includes information on activities of
the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA), Supreme Court Legal Services Committee (SCLSC),
Supreme Court Mediation Centre (SCMC) and Mediation and Conciliation Project Committee (MCPC).
Chapter 14 contains information about some of the important meets and visits of the Hon'ble Chief
Justice of India and the Hon'ble Judges; and also contains a brief write-up on the Constitution Day
Celebrations of last year. Case notes on some of the recent important / landmark decisions pronounced
by this Hon'ble Court are covered in Chapter 15. Chapter 16 contains information about Supreme Court
Reports (SCR)- the official journal of reportable Supreme Court decisions and Court News- the quarterly
newsletter of the Supreme Court.

Part-2 of the Annual Report comprises of 25 Chapters- with each Chapter relating to one High Court.
Each such Chapter contains a “brief introduction” of the High Court concerned and details about its’
“administrative achievements” and “technological accomplishments” during the judicial year 2020-2021.
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PROFILE OF
JUDGES

Chief Justice of India

JUSTICE N.V. RAMANA

Born on 27 August 1957 in an agrarian family
in Ponnavaram Village, Krishna District, Andhra
Pradesh. Did B.Sc. and B.L.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 10 February 1983.
Practiced in the High Court of Andhra Pradesh,
Central and Andhra Pradesh Administrative
Tribunals and the Supreme Court of India in Civil,
Criminal, Constitutional, Labour, Service and
Election matters. Specialized in Constitutional,
Criminal, Service and Inter-State River laws.

Functioned as a Panel Counsel for various
Government Organizations and as an Additional
Standing Counsel for Railways in the Central
Administrative Tribunal at Hyderabad before
rendering services as Additional Advocate
General of Andhra Pradesh.

Appointed as a permanent Judge of the High
Court of Andhra Pradesh on 27 June 2000. Served
as President of the Andhra Pradesh Judicial

Academy and as the Executive Chairman of the
Andhra Pradesh Legal Services Authority. Acted
as the Chief Justice of the High Court of Andhra
Pradesh from 10 March 2013 to 20 May 2013.

Elevated as the Chief Justice of High Court
of Delhi on 2 September 2013, and thereafter
as a Judge of the Supreme Court of India on
17 February 2014.

Served as Chairman, Supreme Court Legal
Services Committee from 7 March 2019 to
26 November 2019. Held the office of Executive
Chairman, National Legal Services Authority
from 27 November 2019 to 23 April 2021 and is
currently its Patron-in-Chief.

Took oath as the 48™ Chief Justice of India on
24 April 2021.

Due to retire on 26 August 2022.






JUSTICE UDAY UMESH LALIT

Born on 9 November 1957.
Enrolled as an Advocate in June 1983.

Practiced in the High Court of Bombay till
December 1985.

Shifted his practice to Delhi in January 1986.

Designated as Senior Advocate by the Supreme
Court in April 2004.

Appointed as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 13 August 2014.

Due to retire on 8 November 2022.




JUSTICE A.M. KHANWILKAR

Born on 30 July 1957 in Pune, India.

Did B.Com. from Mulund College of Commerce,
Mumbaiand LL.B. from K.C. Law College, Mumbai.
Enrolled as Advocate on 10 February 1982.

Appointed as Additional Judge of the Bombay
High Court on 29 March 2000 and confirmed as
Permanent Judge on 8 April 2002.

Appointed as Chief Justice of the High Court of
Himachal Pradesh on 4 April 2013. Thereafter,
appointed as Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh
High Court on 24 November 2013.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 13 May 2016.

Due to retire on 29 July 2022.




JUSTICE DHANANJAYA Y CHANDRACHUD

Born on 11 November 1959. Graduated with a B.A.
(Honours) in Economics from St. Stephens’s College,
Delhi and completed his LL.B. from Delhi University.
Obtained LL.M. and SJD from Harvard Law School.
Designated as a Senior Advocate in 1998 and was
Additional Solicitor General for India from 1998 to
2000. Was a Judge of the Bombay High Court (March
2000 - October 2013) and was the Chief Justice of
the Allahabad High Court (October 2013 - May 2016).

During his career as a lawyer, joined Bombay Bar and
was visiting Professor of Comparative Constitutional
Law at the University of Mumbai and taught
International Law at the University of Oklahoma. Has
been a guest lecturer at Harvard Law School, Yale Law
School, Australian National University, University of
Witwatersrand, South Africaand University of Hawai.
Hasbeen invited by several organizations as a speaker,
including the United Nations High Commission on
Human Rights, International Labour Organisation,
United Nations Environmental Program, the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank and the Association
of Asian Constitutional Courts.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India in
May 2016. Since appointment to the Supreme Court
in 2016, has delivered several seminal judgments,
including on decriminalization of homosexuality;
decriminalization of adultery; declaration of privacy as
a fundamental right; caste and gender discrimination;
protecting the rights of the disabled; environmental
jurisprudence; and insolvency and bankruptcy. Asthe
Chairperson of the e-Committee of the Supreme Court
of India, he is spearheading a digital transition of the
judicial system in India, with an aim of ensuring
access to all litigants. During his tenure, the
e-Committee, inter alia, developed the National
Judicial Data Grid to track pendency of cases;
virtual courts to deal with traffic violations
through online adjudication; e-Filing
software for digital filing of cases; Inter-
Operable Criminal Justice System for live
electronic exchange of data between the
police and judiciary; portal for electronic

payment of fines, fees and deposits; and judgment
search portal with a free text search engine.

Under his guidance, the e-Committee has also taken
steps to ensure that digital services are accessible to
marginalized sections. The e-Committee is currently
undertaking projects relating to digitisation of
court records, live streaming of court hearings and
enhancing security and privacy of data of users
accessing e-Courts services. During the Covid-19
pandemic, the e-Committee ensured that courts across
the country continued to hear cases through video
conferencing platforms.

Due to retire on 10 November 2024.




JUSTICE L. NAGESWARA RAO

Born on 8 June 1957 at Chirala, Prakasam District,
Andhra Pradesh. Did his B. Com., B.L. from
Nagarjuna University, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 29 July 1982 at Bar
Council of Andhra Pradesh. Practiced at the
District Court, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh from July
1982 to January 1984.

Practiced at the High Court of Andhra Pradesh,
Hyderabad from January 1985 to December 1994.
Practiced at the Supreme Court of India from
January 1995 to May 2016.

Designated as a Senior Advocate by the Andhra
Pradesh High Court in December 2000.

Served as Additional Solicitor General of India
from August 2003 to May 2004 and again from
26 August 2013 to 18 December 2014.

Appointed as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 13 May 2016.

Due to retire on 7 June 2022.



JUSTICE SANJAY KISHAN KAUL

Born on 26 December 1958. Studied in Modern
School, New Delhi from 1964 to 1976 completing
his school education in Science & Economics.
Graduated in Economics (Hons.) from St. Stephen'’s
College, Delhi University in 1979. Obtained LL.B.
Degree from The Campus Law Centre, Delhi
University in 1982.

Enrolled as an Advocate with Bar Council of
Delhi on 15 July 1982. Practiced mainly in the
Commercial, Civil, Writ, Original and Company

jurisdictions of the High Court of Delhi and the
Supreme Court of India. Remained Advocate-on-
Record of the Supreme Court of India from 1987
to 1999 and was designated as a Senior Advocate
in December, 1999.

Elevated as Additional Judge of the High Court
of Delhi on 3 May 2001 and was appointed as a
permanent Judge on 2 May 2003.

Elevated as the Acting Chief Justice of Delhi High
Court w.e.f. 23 September 2012 to 25 September
2012.

Elevated as the Chief Justice of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on 1 June 2013 and assumed
charge as the Chief Justice of the Madras High
Court on 26 July 2014.

Elevated as a Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 17 February 2017.

Deeply interested in theatre, music and golf.

Due to retire on 25 December 2023.



JUSTICE S. ABDUL NAZEER

Born on 5 January 1958.
Enrolled as an Advocate on 18 February 1983.
Practiced in the High Court of Karnataka.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of the
Karnataka High Court on 12 May 2003 and as
a Permanent Judge on 24 September 2004.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 17 February 2017.

Due to retire on 4 January 2023.




JUSTICE INDIRA BANERJEE

Born on 24 September 1957. 8 August 2016. Was Chairperson of the Delhi

State Legal Services Authority.
Passed India School Certificate Examination

from Loreto House, Calcutta. Graduated with Sworn in as Chief Justice of Madras High Court
History (Hons.) from Presidency College, then on 5 April 2017.

affiliated to Calcutta University, LL.B. from
Calcutta University, College of Law:. Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India

on 7 August 2018.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 5 July 1985.

Practiced both in the Original and Appellate Due to retire on 23 September 2022.
Sides of the Calcutta High Court in all branches
of law except Criminal law, with appearances
in Supreme Court, other Courts and Tribunals.
Elevated as a permanent Judge of Calcutta High
Court on 5 February 2002.

Was Chairperson of the Calcutta High Court
Service Committee for almost 4 years. Officiated
as Executive Chairperson of West Bengal State
Legal Services Authority for almost a year, till
transfer as Judge of the Delhi High Court.
Nominated in July 2013 by the then Chief
Justice of India for a week-long training in
Judicial Administration at the Civil Services
College, Singapore.

Appointed Judge of the Delhi High Court on



JUSTICE VINEET SARAN

Born on 11 May 1957. Did B.A., LL.B.

Enrolled as an Advocate with the U.P. Bar
Council on 28 July 1980. Practiced in the
Allahabad High Court from 28 July 1980 to
13 February 2002 on the Original, Constitution,
Civil and Criminal sides. Conducted cases for
various private and public sector companies
and also as special counsel for the Central
and State Governments. Served as Additional
Advocate General for the State of U.P in the
year 1995.

Elevated as Permanent Judge on 14 February
2002. Took oath as Judge of Karnataka High
Court on 16 February 2015. Appointed as the
Chief Justice of the Odisha High Court on
26 February 2016.

Appointed as Judge of the Supreme Court of
India on 7 August 2018.

Due to retire on 10 May 2022.



JUSTICE K.M. JOSEPH

Born on 17 June 1958. Educated at Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Kochiand New Delhi, Loyola College,
Chennai and Govt. Law College, Ernakulam.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 12 January 1982 in
Delhi. Later shifted to the High Court of Kerala,
Ernakulam in 1983 and practiced in Civil and
Writ matters.

Appointed as Permanent Judge of the High
Court of Kerala on 14 October 2004.

Appointed as Chief Justice of Uttarakhand
High Court on 31 July 2014.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 7 August 2018.

Due to retire on 16 June 2023.




JUSTICE HEMANT GUPTA

Born on 17 October 1957. Belongs to a family
of professionals in law. His grandfather was
a prominent civil lawyer who voluntarily left
practice at the prime of his professional career
at the age of 65. His father retired as Chief
Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court in
the year 1991.

Enrolled as an Advocate in July 1980 and
practiced at the High Court after spending
initial few years in the District Court. Mainly
dealt with the civil cases. Also worked as
Additional Advocate General, Punjab from
1997 to 1999.

Appointed as Judge of Punjab and Haryana
High Court on 2 July 2002. Was member of
the Computer Committee, Punjab and Haryana
High Court for more than 10 years. Also
remained as Executive Chairman of the State
Legal Services Authority, UT. Chandigarh from
July 2012 till January 2016.

Appointed as Judge of Patna High Court on
8 February 2016 and was appointed as Acting
Chief Justice of that High Court on 29 October
2016. Appointed as Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh High Court on 18 March 2017.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 2 November 2018.

Due to retire on 16 October 2022.




JUSTICE R. SUBHASH REDDY

Son of Late Sri R. Jagannath Reddy and Smt.
R. Vishala Devi.

Bornon5January 1957 in anagricultural family
in Kamaram Village of Chinna Shankarampet
Mandal, Medak District.

Had his primary education in Upper Primary
School and Higher Education in Zilla Parishad
High School, Sankarampet, Medak District.
Passed Intermediate and Graduation from
Andhra Vidyalaya College (AV College),

Hyderabad. Obtained Law Degree from the
University College of Law, Osmania University,
Hyderabad.

Enrolled as an Advocate on the rolls of the
Bar Council of Andhra Pradesh on 30 October
1980 and joined the Chambers of Sri Justice
B. Subhasan Reddy (As Advocate as he then
was).

Actively practised in Civil, Criminal,
Constitutional and almost all other branches of
Law. Had developed his independent practice
within short span of time and extensively dealt
with number of cases covering all branches of
Law.

Was Standing Counsel for premier institutions
like S\V. University and Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University etc.

Elected unanimously as the President of the
A P. High Court Advocates’ Association for the
year 2001-2002.

Elevated as Additional Judge of High Court of
Andhra Pradesh on 2 December 2002.

Sworn in as Judge of High Court of Andhra
Pradesh w.e.f. 24 June 2004. Continued as Judge
of the High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad
till 12 February 2016.

Elevated as Chief Justice,
High Court of Gujarat
on 13 February 2016.

Elevated as Judge,
Supreme Court of India
on 2 November 2018.

Due to retire on
4 January 2022.



JUSTICE M. R. SHAH

Born on 16 May 1958. Did B.Sc. and LL.B.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 19 July 1982 and
practiced in the Gujarat High Court in Civil,
Criminal, Constitutional, Taxation, Labour,
Service and Company matters and specialized
in Land, Constitutional, Education, Excise and
Custom matters.

Worked as Central Government Standing
Counsel and also Special Public Prosecutor for
C.B.I. in the Gujarat High Court.

Appointed asan Additional Judge of the Gujarat
High Court on 7 March 2004 and appointed as
Permanent Judge on 22 June 2005.

Appointed as Chief Justice of Patna High Court
on 12 August 2018.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 2 November 2018.

Due to retire on 15 May 2023.



JUSTICE AJAY RASTOGI

Born on 18 June 1958. Followed in the footsteps
of his father Late Shri Harish Chandra Rastogi
who was an eminent civil lawyer in Rajasthan
High Court and joined the Bar in 1982.

During his years at the Bar practiced in different
spheres of law but specialized in Constitutional
and Service Laws. Was nominated as the
Standing Counsel for the Rajasthan High Court
in the year 1990 and continued as such till his
elevation in the year 2004. Remained President
of the Rajasthan High Court Bar Association at
Jaipur in the year 1999-2000.

Remained as Executive Chairman of the
Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority from
14 October 2013 to 18 October 2016. Under his
stewardship, SLSA won the National Award
from National Legal Services Authority for
three consecutive years. Appointed as the
Administrative Judge of the Rajasthan High
Court on 19 July 2014 and continued as such
till his elevation as Chief Justice of the Tripura
High Court on 1 March 2018. Remained Acting
Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court from
14 April 2016 to 13 May 2016.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 2 November 2018.

Due to retire on 17 June 2023.




JUSTICE DINESH MAHESHWARI

Born on 15 May 1958 at Udaipur, Rajasthan.
Hails from lawyers’ lineage - grandfather late
Shri Jagannath Kahalya practiced mainly at
Begun, District Chittorgarh and father late
Shri R.C. Maheshwari was a renowned civil
side lawyer at Jodhpur.

Did B.Sc. (Hons.) in physics from Maharaja’s
College, Rajasthan University, Jaipur in the
year 1977 and LL.B. from Jodhpur University
in the year 1980.

Enrolled as an Advocate with Bar Council
of Rajasthan on 8 March 1981. Practiced on
Original and Appellate sides before Rajasthan
High Court and its subordinate Courts. Mainly
dealt with Civil and Constitutional matters.
Served as Counsel for Revenue and Excise
Departments of Government of Rajasthan as
also several Local Bodies and Corporations.
Had also been co-opted member on various
Disciplinary Committees of the Bar Council of
Rajasthan.

Took oath as Judge of Rajasthan High Court
on 2 September 2004. Served as Chairman
of Rajasthan State Judicial Academy and as
Administrative Judge of Rajasthan High Court.

Transferred to Allahabad High Court and took
oath on 19 July 2014. Functioned as Senior
Judge, Lucknow from 3 March 2015.

Took oath as Chief Justice of High Court of
Meghalaya on the 24 February 2016 and then,
as Chief Justice of High Court of Karnataka on
12 February 2018.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 18 January 2019.

Due to retire on 14 May 2023.




JUSTICE SANJIV KHANNA

Born on 14 May 1960.

Enrolled as an advocate with the Bar Council
of Delhi in 1983. Began practice in the District
Courts at Tis Hazari and thereafter primarily
practiced in the High Court of Delhi, in
diverse fields of Constitutional Law, Direct Tax
Appeals, Income Tax prosecutions, Arbitration
matters, Commercial Suits, Company Law as
well as cases concerning Environment and
Pollution Laws and Medical Negligence. As
an Additional Public Prosecutor and amicus
curiae, had argued and appeared in Criminal
Law matters before the High Court. Also held
the office of Senior Standing Counsel for the
Income Tax Department and was appointed
as the Standing Counsel (Civil) for the State of
Delhi in 2004.

Elevated as an Additional Judge of the Delhi
High Court in 2005 and made a Permanent
Judge in 2006.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 18 January 2019.

Due to retire on 13 May 2025.



JUSTICE BHUSHAN RAMKRISHNA GAVAI

Born on 24 November 1960 at Amravati.

Joined Bar on 16 March 1985. Practiced at
Bombay High Court from 1985 to 1990.

After 1990, practised mainly before Nagpur
Bench of Bombay High Court with occasional
appearances at the Principal Seat and the
Supreme Court. Practised in Constitutional Law
and Administrative Law.

Was Standing Counsel for Municipal
Corporation of Nagpur, Amravati Municipal
Corporation and Amravati University.
Appeared regularly for various autonomous
bodies and Corporations like SICOM, DCVL, etc.
and various Municipal Councils in Vidarbha
region. Appointed as Government Pleader
and Public Prosecutor for Nagpur Bench on
17 January 2000. Elevated as Additional Judge
of the High Court on 14 November 2003. Became
a Permanent Judge of the Bombay High Court
on 12 November 2005. Presided over Benches
having all types of assignments at the Principal
Seat at Mumbai as well as Benches at Nagpur,
Aurangabad and Panaji.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 24 May 2019.

Due to retire on 23 November 2025.
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JUSTICE SURYA KANT

Born on 10 February 1962 in a middle-class
family in District Hisar in Haryana. Did his
schooling from the rural school. Was an avid
debater, graduated from the Government Post
Graduate College, Hisar in 1981 and earned
a Bachelor’s Degree in Law from Maharishi
Dayanand University, Rohtak in 1984. Earned
another distinction by standing First Class
First in his LL.M. from the Directorate of
Distance Education, Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra in 2011.

Started law practice at the District Court in
Hisar in 1984 and later shifted to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court in Chandigarh in 1985
and represented multiple Universities, Boards,
Corporations, Banks and also the High Court
itself. Specialized in Constitutional, Service
and Civil matters. Appointed as the youngest
Advocate General of Haryana on 7 July 2000
and was designated as Senior Advocate in
March 2001.

Held the office of Advocate General till
elevation as a Permanent Judge to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court on 9 January 2004.

Nominated asamember of the Central Authority
of the National Legal Services Authority on
23 February 2007 for two consecutive terms.
Has been/is also a member of different
Committees of the Indian Law Institute. Has
organized and attended several prestigious
National and International Conferences as well.

Elevated as the Chief Justice of the Himachal
Pradesh High Court on 5 October 2018.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 24 May 2019.

Due to retire on 9 February 2027.



JUSTICE ANIRUDDHA BOSE

Born on 11 April 1959.

Studied in St. Lawrence High School, St. Xavier’s
College in Kolkata. Did LL.B. from Surendranath
Law College under the University of Calcutta.

Practised on Constitutional, Civil and
Intellectual Property matters in the Calcutta
High Court in 1985. Worked in the Original Side
as well as the Appellate Side of the High Court.

Elevated as Permanent Judge of the Calcutta
High Court in January 2004.

Elevated as Chief Justice of Jharkhand High
Court on 11 August 2018.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 24 May 2019.

Due to retire on 10 April 2024.



JUSTICE AJJIKUTTIRA SOMAIAH BOPANNA

-

Born on 20 May 1959.

Enrolled as an advocate on 21 November 1984
and practiced Civil, Constitutional, Company,
Service and Labour matters in the High Court
as well as in the Civil and Labour Courts.
Worked as legal advisor to Central Public
Sector Undertakings and worked as Additional
Central Government Standing Counsel from
1999 onwards till 2005.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of the High
Court of Karnataka on 6 January 2006 and
became a Permanent Judge on 1 March 2007.

Elevated as Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court
on 29 October 2018.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 24 May 2019.

Due to retire on 19 May 2024.



JUSTICE KRISHNA MURARI

Bornon 9 July 1958. Obtained LL.B. degree from
Allahabad University, Allahabad.

Enrolled as an Advocate on 23 December 1981.
Practiced in the Allahabad High Court for over
22 years in Civil, Constitutional, Company,
Serviceand Revenue mattersand hasspecialised
in Civil Revenue and Service cases. Appointed
as Standing Counsel of U.P. State Yarn Company
Limited, Kanpur; Northern Railway Primary
Co-operative Bank Limited; U.P. State Textile
Corporation Limited, Kanpur; U.P. Co-operative
Spinning Mills Federation Limited, Kanpur and
Bundelkhand University, Jhansi.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of the
Allahabad High Court on 7 January 2004 and
appointed as Permanent Judge of the Allahabad
High Court on 18 August 2005.

Took over as Chief Justice of Punjab and
Haryana High Court, Chandigarh on 2 June
2018.

Elevated as Judge of Supreme Court of India
on 23 September 2019.

Due to retire on 8 July 2023.



JUSTICE S. RAVINDRA BHAT

Born on 21 October 1958 in Mysore, Karnataka.
Studied in Bangalore and Gwalior and completed
his schooling from Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Faridabad. Did B.A. (Hons.) in English from
Hindu College, University of Delhi and obtained
LL.B. degree from the Campus Law Centre,
Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, in 1982.

Enrolled as an Advocate with the Delhi Bar
Council in 1982 and practiced in the Supreme
Court, where he was enrolled as an Advocate-
on-Record in 1989. Practiced in Public Law,
Employment, Education and Constitutional
Disputes and appeared in several important
cases before Constitution Benches of the
Supreme Court during his legal career.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of the Delhi
High Court on 16 July 2004 and as a Permanent
Judge on 20 February 2006. Appointed as the
Chief Justice of the High Court of Rajasthan
on 5 May 2019.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 23 September 2019.

Due to retire on 20 October 2023.




JUSTICE V. RAMASUBRAMANIAN

Born on 30 June 1958. Graduated in Chemistry
from Ramakrishna Mission, Vivekananda
College, Chennai and then studied Law in the
Madras Law College.

Enrolled as a member of the Bar on 16 February
1983. Practiced for about 23 years in the High
Court of Madras which included a stint in the
office of the Senior Advocates K. Sarvabhauman
and T.R. Mani for four years from 1983 to 1987.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of the
Madras High Court on 31 July 2006 and as a
Permanent Judge on 9 November 2009.

Transferred on his own request to High Court
of Judicature at Hyderabad for the States of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh with effect
from 27 April 2016. After the bifurcation and
the creation of a separate High Court for the
State of Andhra Pradesh, was retained as Judge
of the High Court of Telangana at Hyderabad
w.e.f. 1 January 2019.

Appointed as the Chief Justice of Himachal
Pradesh High Court on 22 June 2019.

Elevated as Judge of Supreme Court of India
on 23 September 2019.

Due to retire on 29 June 2023




JUSTICE HRISHIKESH ROY

Bornon1February 1960. Obtained LL.B. Degree
in 1982 from Campus Law Centre, University
of Delhi.

Designated as Senior Advocate by the Gauhati
High Court on 21 December 2004.

Appointed as Additional Judge of the
Gauhati High Court on 12 October 2006 and
Permanent Judge, with effect from 15 July
2008. Spearheaded the training programmes
for the Judicial officers under the Gauhati High
Court and was nominated as a member of the
National Judicial Academic Council, headed by
the Chief Justice of India.

While heading the Legal Services Authority
in Assam and in Arunachal Pradesh, Justice
Roy opted for the visual media route to
communicate the effectiveness of Mediation
Programme through the film Shako (Bridge)
Produced another short film, Apne Ajnabi,
which explained how legal help can be accessed
easily by the needy, under the Legal Services
Authority Act, 1987. Both productions were
used as training tools for judicial officers,
lawyers and para legal volunteers.

In Assam, to ensure justice delivery at
the shortest distance, the Reach Out &
Respond programme was launched and
implemented, which helped large number
from the marginalized segment to benefit from
government schemes.

For about 10 years, the Newsletter ATMAN,
was published regularly for the Gauhati High
Court under his editorship.

Transferred on 29 May 2018 from Gauhati
High Court. Appointed on 8 August 2018 as the
35t Chief Justice of the High Court of Kerala.

Elevated as Judge, Supreme Court of India on
23 September 2019.

Due to retire on 31 January 2025.




JUSTICE ABHAY S. OKA

Born on 25 May 1960.
Did B.Sc., LL.M. (University of Bombay).

Enrolled as an Advocate on 28 June 1983.
Started practising in Thane District Court
in the chamber of his father Shreeniwas
W. Oka. In 1985-86, joined the chamber of Shri
V. P. Tipnis, a former Judge of the Bombay
High Court and former Lok Ayukta. Appeared
in several important matters and in public
interest litigations.

Elevated as Additional Judge of the Bombay
High Court on 29 August 2003.

Appointed as a permanent Judge from
12 November 2005. Took oath as the Chief
Justice of High Court of Karnataka on
10 May 2019.

Elevated as Judge of Supreme Court of India
on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 24 May 2025.




JUSTICE VIKRAM NATH

Born on 24 September 1962.

Enrolled with the Bar Council of Uttar Pradesh
on 30 March 1987.

Elevated as Additional Judge of the Allahabad
High Court on 24 September 2004. Took oath
as Judge of the Allahabad High Court on
27 February 2006.

Elevated as Chief Justice of the Gujarat High
Court on 10 September 2019. He is the first
Chief Justice of a High Court in India to live
stream Court proceedings on Youtube channel.

Elevated as a Judge of the Supreme Court of
India on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 23 September 2027.




JUSTICE J.K. MAHESHWARI

Born on 29 June 1961 in a small town Joura,
District Morena (M.P).

Graduated in Arts in 1982 and passed LL.B. in
1985 and completed LL.M. in 1991.

Enrolled as an Advocate with the State Bar
Council of Madhya Pradesh on 22 November
1985 and practiced in Civil, Criminal,
Constitutional, Service and Tax matters.

Was the elected member of the M.P. State Bar
Council.

Appointed as Additional Judge of the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh on 25 November
2005 and on 25 November 2008, appointed as
permanent Judge of the Hon'ble Court. Was
a part of various committees, pertaining to
betterment of administration of High court of
Madhya Pradesh and continued his good offices
till 6 October 2019.

Transferred as Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh
High Court and assumed office on 7 October
2019. Was the First Chief Justice of the newly
established Andhra Pradesh High Court.

Transferred as the Chief Justice of the High
Court of Sikkim on 6 January 2021.

Elevated as a Judge of the Supreme Court of
India on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 28 June 2026.



JUSTICE HIMA KOHLI

Born on 2 September 1959 in Delhi.

Did her schooling from St. Thomas School, New
Delhi and graduated in History (Hons.) from
St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi.

Completed her Post Graduation in History in First
Division and thereafter, joined the LL.B. course at
the Law Faculty, Campus Law Centre, University
of Delhi and completed the same in the year 1984.

Enrolled as an Advocate with the Bar Council of
Delhi in the same year. Thereafter appointed as
Standing Counsel and Legal Advisor of the New
Delhi Municipal Council in the High Court of Delhi
from 1999-2004. In December 2004, was appointed
as Additional Standing Counsel for the Govt. of
NCT of Delhi and represented the State in several
important public interest litigations. Appointed
as Legal Advisor to several public and private
organizations, banks, etc.

Appointed as Additional Judge of the High Court
of Delhi on 29 May 2006 and took oath as a
permanent Judge on 29 August 2007. During the
tenure of judgeship in the High Court of Delhi, was
appointed/nominated as a:-

. Member of the General Council of the West
Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, Kolkata from 11 August 2017,
Governing Council of the National Law
University, Delhi from 30 June 2020 and
Editorial Committee of the Official Journal
published by National Legal Services
Authority - “Nyaya Deep”;

° Chairperson of the Committee of the Delhi
Judicial Academy from 11 March 2020, High
Powered Committee constituted by the Delhi
Government on 26 March 2020 in terms of
the orders passed by the Supreme Court
dated 23 March 2020 for decongestion
of the Jails in all States and Union
Territories in view of the COVID-19
pandemic and the Delhi High Court
Middle Income Group Legal Aid
Society from 29 June 2020.

. Chaired several Committees in the Delhi
High Court including the Delhi High Court
Building and Maintenance Committee,
Mediation and Conciliation Committee and
the Family Courts Committee.

° Executive Chairperson of the Delhi State
Legal Services Authority from 20 May 2020.

Was sworn-in as Chief Justice of the High Court
for the State of Telangana on 7 January 2021.
Appointed as Chancellor of NALSAR, Hyderabad.

Elevated as Judge, Supreme Court of India on
31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 1 September 2024.




JUSTICE B. V. NAGARATHNA

Born on 30 October 1962.

B.A. (Hons.) in History from Jesus and Mary
College, Delhi University in 1984. Obtained
LL.B. Degree in July 1987 from Campus Law
Centre, Delhi University.

Started practice in Law in 1987 and practised in
KESVY & Co. and started independent Chamber
in July 1994 till elevation as a Judge of the
High Court of Karnataka in 2008. Practiced in
a wide variety of areas such as administrative

law; constitutional law; commercial law; family
law, etc. Also represented Karnataka State
Legal Services Authority and High Court Legal
Services Committee.

Appointed on 18 February 2008 as Additional
Judge of Karnataka High Court and Permanent
Judge on 17 February 2010.

Some of the positions held as a Judge :
(1) President, Karnataka Judicial Academy;
(2) Chairperson, Committee Overseeing
Commercial Courts; (3) Administrative Judge,
City Civil Court, Bangalore; (4) Chairperson,
Juvenile Justice Committee, and (5) Chairperson,
Committee Overseeing Implementation of
POCSO Act, etc.

Contributor to the book “Courts of India”
released by the Supreme Court on the chapter
on Karnataka High Court; Chairperson of the
Committee in charge of bringing out Kannada
translation of the book “Courts of India” released
in April 2021.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 29 October 2027.



JUSTICE C.T. RAVIKUMAR

Born on 6 January 1960 in Peermadu, Kerala.

Graduated in Zoology from Bishop Moore
College, Mavelikara and obtained an LL.B.
degree from Government Law College, Calicut
and enrolled as an Advocate with the Bar
Council of Kerala on 12 July 1986, commenced
his practice at Mavelikara Courts, and later
shifted to Kerala High Court.

Served as Government Pleader w.e.f. 1996 to
2001 and appointed as Senior Government
Pleader in 2006 and later appointed as Senior
Government Pleader in the High Court of
Kerala.

Appointed as Additional Judge of the High
Court of Kerala on 5 January 2009 and a
permanent judge on 15 December 2010.

Served as President of Kerala Judicial Academy
and as Executive Chairman of Kerala State
Legal Services Authority.

Elevated as Judge of Supreme Court of India
on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 5 January 2025.



JUSTICE M. M. SUNDRESH

Born on 21 July 1962.

B.A. Degree at Loyola College, Chennai and B.L.
Degree at Madras Law College.

Enrolled as an Advocate in the year 1985 and
worked as Government Advocate between 1991
to 1996.

Appointed as an Additional Judge of Madras
High Court on 31 March 2009 and confirmed
as permanent Judge on 29 March 2011. Was
the President of the Tamil Nadu State Judicial
Academy.

Avid sportsman having proficiency in Cricket,
Tennis and Table Tennis.

Elevated as Judge, Supreme Court of India on
31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 20 July 2027.



JUSTICE BELA M. TRIVEDI

Born on 10 June 1960 at Patan, North Gujarat.
Did her schooling at various places as her father
had a transferable judicial service.

B.Com.-LL.B. from the MS University, Vadodara.
Practised asalawyer on Civil and Constitutional
side in the High Court of Gujarat for about ten
years.

Was appointed directly as the Judge, City Civil
and Sessions Court at Ahmedabad on 10 July
1995.

It was a happy coincidence that her father was
already working as the Judge, City Civil and
Sessions Court when she was appointed. The
Limca Book of Indian records has recorded
the entry in their 1996 edition that “Father-
daughter judges in the same Court”. Worked on
different posts like Registrar - Vigilance in the
High Court, Law Secretary in Govt of Gujarat,
CBI Court Judge, Special Judge - Serial Bomb
blast matters etc.

Elevated as the Judge of Gujarat High Court on
17 February 2011.

Transferred to the Rajasthan High Court where
she worked since June 2011 at the Jaipur Bench
till she was repatriated to the Parent High Court
at Gujarat in February 2016. Since then was
working as the Judge of Gujarat High Court.

Elevated as Judge of Supreme Court of India
on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 9 June 2025.




JUSTICE PAMIDIGHANTAM SRI NARASIMHA

Born on 3 May 1963 to Smt. Satyavati and Late Shri
P. Kodanda Ramayya in Hyderabad.

Graduated with triple majors in Economics, Political
Science and Public Administration from Nizam
College, Hyderabad and pursued law from the
Campus Law Centre, Delhi University in 1988 and
enrolled at the Bar Council of Andhra Pradesh.

Practiced in Andhra Pradesh High Court, Hyderabad
and shifted counsel practice to Supreme Court in
1989. Appeared in a large number of cases in the
Supreme Court. Worked as the Commission Counsel
for the Justice Chinnappa Reddy Commission.

Designated as a Senior Advocate by the Full
Court of the Supreme Court of India in the year
2008. Appeared in a large number of public law

cases involving constitutional, administrative,
environmental issues. Appointed as amicus curiae
by the Supreme Court in many cases such as the
Forest Bench, Judicial Appointments where he
assisted the Court.

Appointed as the Additional Solicitor General of
India in 2014, during which time he represented
the Union in a number of land mark cases including
the NJAC case before the Constitution Bench. Part
of the Indian Supreme Court Delegation to the
Canadian Supreme Court where he presented a
paper on extradiction. Had the rare opportunity
to represent the Indian Republic before the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
(ITLOS), at Hamburg, Germany. Also defended India
before the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
in ICJ, Hague.

Part of the Governing Body of the National Legal
Services Authority of India (NALSA) and Mediation
and Project Conciliation Committee (MCPC) of the
Supreme Court of India. Part of the High powered
Committee constituted for suggesting sweeping
changes to the Arbitration Act and to suggest
mechanism for Institutional Arbitration. Was a
member of the Committee relating to restructuring
of Appellate Tribunals and the Committee on
Corporate Social Responsibility. Also been a
member of Investor Education and Protection Fund
Authority (IEPFA).

Had been on the Executive Council of many
National Law Universities and other educational
Institutions.

Elevated as Judge of the Supreme Court of India
directly from the Bar on 31 August 2021.

Due to retire on 2 May 2028.



HON'BLE CHIEF JUSTICE RETIRED
From 1 October 2020 to 20 November 2021

Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde
Former Chief Justice of India

Date of appointment as Judge, Supreme Court : 12 April 2013
Date of appointment as CJI : 18 November 2019

Held office till : 23 April 2021



HON'BLE JUDGES RETIRED
From 1 October 2020 to 20 November 2021

Justice Rohinton F. Nariman Justice Ashok Bhushan
Date of appointment : 7 July 2014 Date of appointment : 13 May 2016
Held office till : 12 August 2021 Held office till : 4 July 2021

Justice Navin Sinha Justice Indu Malhotra
Date of appointment : 17 February 2017 Date of appointment : 27 April 2018
Held office till : 18 August 2021 Held office till : 13 March 2021

* In Annual Report 2019-20 the period for which details of retired Judges was published may be read as 21 Nov 2019 to 30 Sep 2020



IN MEMORIAM

Late Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar

Date of appointment : 17 February 2017
Left for heavenly abode : 24 April 2021



The Supreme Court of India is at the summit
of a pyramidal, unified and integrated judicial
system. Though the formal political structure
of India is primarily federal, its judicial
organization is purely unitary. Both Union
and State laws are interpreted and litigated in
a single court system; and there is no division
of judicial business between the Union and the
States. The unitary character of the judicial
structure is reflected in several constitutional
provisions which strengthen and reinforce the
authority of the Supreme Court. Below the
Supreme Court of India are the High Courts
for each State or group of States; and below
the High Courts lie a hierarchy of Subordinate
Courts.

TRACING THE EVOLUTION

Law as a matter of religious prescriptions
and philosophical discourse has an illustrious
history in India. Emanating from the Vedas, the
Upanishads and other religious texts, it was a
fertile field enriched by practitioners from
different Hindu philosophical schools and later
by the Jains and Buddhists. An early document
throwing light on the theory of jurisprudence,
which forms part of practical governance, is
the Artha Sastra of Kautilya dating back to
circa 300 B.C. Islamic law became relevant in
India during the medieval period or the middle
ages, especially with the advent of the Mughal

SUPREME COURT:
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Empire in the mid-16th century CE. In the
colonial period, laws were established through
a series of royal charters issued by the British
Crown.

The promulgation of Regulation Act of 1773
by the King of England paved the way for
establishment of Supreme Court of Judicature
at Calcutta. Letters Patent was issued on 26
March 1774 to establish the Supreme Court of
Judicature at Calcutta, asa Court of Record, with
full power & authority to hear and determine
all complaints under any existing law also
to entertain, hear and determine any suit or
action against any of His Majesty’s subjects in
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. Similarly, Supreme
Courts were established at Madras and Bombay
by King George-IIl on 26 December 1800 and 8
December 1823, respectively.

In the year 1857, after the first war of
independence, the power from the East India
Company was transferred to the British Crown
and Indian judicial system was also changed
accordingly. The Indian High Courts Act, 1861
was enacted to create High Courts for various
provinces and the Supreme Courts at Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay were abolished. High
Courts were established in Allahabad, Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras and subsequently in
Lahore, Nagpur and Patna. In this period,
the Appeals against the judgment of British-
Indian Court lay to the Privy Council in Britain.
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PART 1

However, because of inaccessibility of Privy
Council (in terms of distance and expenses as
well as its judicial aloofness), there were rising
calls for a ‘Federal Court’ in India. Subsequently,
the Federal Court of India was created under
the Government of India Act, 1935 which began
functioning from 1 October 1937. However,
there was still a right of appeal to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council in London from
the Federal Court of India.

After attaining Independence, India became
sovereign and, like most of modern sovereign
countries, it adopted a constitution. The
constitution lays down the court system
for independent India. The final appellate
power of Privy Council was transferred to
the Supreme Court of India. On 28 January
1950, two days after India became a Sovereign
Democratic Republic, the Supreme Court
of India came into being. The inauguration
took place in the Chamber of Princes in the
Parliament building, which also housed India’s
Parliament, consisting of the Council of States
and the House of the People. In the inaugural
proceedings, the Judges of the Federal Court
- Chief Justice Harilal J.Kania and Justices
Saiyid Fazl Ali, M. Patanjali Sastri, Mehr
Chand Mahajan, Bijan Kumar Mukherjea and
S.R.Das - took their seats. Also in attendance
were the Chief Justices of the High Courts of
Allahabad, Bombay, Madras, Orissa, Assam,
Nagpur, Punjab, Saurashtra, Patiala and the
East Punjab States Union, Mysore, Hyderabad,
Madhya Bharat and Travancore-Cochin. Along
with the Attorney General for India, M.C.
Setalvad were present the Advocate Generals
of Bombay, Madras, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
East Punjab, Orissa, Mysore, Hyderabad and
Madhya Bharat. Present too, were Prime
Minister, other Ministers, Ambassadors and
diplomatic representatives of foreign States, a
large number of Senior and other Advocates
of the Court and other distinguished visitors.

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

SUPREME COURT- AT PRESENT

After its inauguration on 28 January 1950, the
Supreme Court commenced its sittings in a part
of the Parliament House. The Court moved into
the present building in 1958. The building is
shaped to project the image of scales of justice
and has a 27.6 metre high dome and a spacious
colonnaded verandah. The Central Wing of the
building is the Centre Beam of the Scales. The
Chief Justice’s Court is the largest of the Courts
located in the Centre of the Central Wing.

Chapter IV of Part V of the Constitution of
India makes provision for “Union Judiciary”.
Article 124 deals with establishment and
constitution of the Supreme Court, inter alia,
prescribing its composition, qualifications and
mode of appointment as a Judge thereof, and
procedure for removal of a Judge from office.
There is also a provision for appointment of ad
hoc Judges under Article 127, and attendance
of retired Judges at sittings, under Article 128.
It is a Court of Record, as per Article 129, and
has all the powers of such Court including the
power to punish for its contempt. With its
extensive powers under Articles 32 & 129 to
Article 145 of the Constitution, the Supreme
Court of India stands out as the forum for
redressal of grievances, as the guardian of
liberties and rights and also as the final arbiter
in most disputes, not only between individuals,
but also between States or between the Union
and State/s or between individual/s and State/s.
As an appellate court, it can hear appeals
from the High Courts on civil, criminal and
constitutional matters. The Supreme Court
has the Appellate Jurisdiction over all Courts
and Tribunals in India. The Court can review
its own judgments. In its advisory capacity, it
answers references by the President of India on
any question of law or fact of public importance,
which may have arisen or is likely to arise. The
Supreme Court is designated as the custodian of
fundamental rights and “rule of law”. Article 144



mandates all authorities, civil and judicial, to
act in aid of the Supreme Court.

Interwoven into these powers is the power
of judicial review, the power to strike down
such legislation or executive action as may
be violative of the provisions or the basic
structure of the Constitution or inimical to
the fundamental rights guaranteed by the
Constitution. The Court has the authority to
pass any decree and order as is necessary for
doing “complete justice”. Under Article 141
of the Constitution, the law declared by the
Supreme Court is binding on all courts within
the territory of India. The Supreme Court
exercises a wide and powerful discretionary
jurisdiction under Article 136 which is unique
and is aimed at doing complete justice rather
than strictly following the letter of the law.
Article 32 of the Constitution confers a right to
move the Supreme Court for the enforcement
of fundamental rights, and also power on the
Supreme Court to issue writs for the protection
of such rights. Further, for doing complete

justice, the Supreme Court is empowered,
under Article 142, to pass necessary orders.
The Supreme Court thus wields a unique
jurisdiction unfettered by the strict letter of
the law.

The proceedings of the Supreme Court are
conducted in English only. Supreme Court
Rules, 2013, framed under Article 145 of
the Constitution, regulate the practice and
procedure of the Supreme Court.

STRENGTH OF JUDGES

The present strength of Supreme Court Judges
is 34 i.e. Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India and
33 Hon'ble Judges. The strength of the Judgesin
the Supreme Court at the time of its inception
was eight which has been increased from
time to time by amending the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act, 1956. The strength of
the Judges in the Supreme Court, as increased
by amending Acts from time to time, has been
as under: -

Constitutional Provision /Acts Strength of Judges Bill No.

Article 124, Constitution of India  Chief Justice + 7 Judges = 8 -

Act No. 55/1956
Act No. 17/1960
Act No. 48/1977
Act No. 22/1986
Act No. 11/2009

Act No. 37 /2019

THE FORMER JUDGES

The Supreme Court, since its inception has been
nurtured and served by the judicial vision of 47
Hon'ble Chief Justices and 176 Hon'ble Judges

Chief Justice + 10 Judges = 11 Lok Sabha Bill No. 44/1956
Chief Justice + 13 Judges =14 Lok Sabha Bill No.V/1960
Chief Justice + 17 Judges = 18 Lok Sabha Bill 0.135/1977
Chief Justice + 25 Judges =26 Lok Sabha Bill No.157/1985
Chief Justice + 30 Judges =31 Lok Sabha Bill No.41/2008

Chief Justice + 33 Judges =34 Lok Sabha Bill No. 191- F/2019

besides the present Hon'ble the Chief Justice of
India and 32 Hon'ble Judges (as on 20 November
2021)
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

RETIRED HON'BLE CHIEF JUSTICES
(ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SENIORITY)

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Harilal Jekisundas Kania

Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. Patanjali Sastri

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Bijan Kumar Mukherjea

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sudhi Ranjan Das

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Bhuvneshwar Prasad Sinha

Hon'ble Mr. Justice PB. Gajendragadkar
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A K. Sarkar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice K. Subba Rao
Hon’ble Mr. Justice K.N. Wanchoo
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. Hidayatullah
Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.C. Shah

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice S.M. Sikri

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice A.N. Ray

Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. Hameedullah Beg
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Y.V. Chandrachud
Hon'ble Mr. Justice PN. Bhagwati
Hon'ble Mr. Justice R.S. Pathak

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice E.S. Venkataramiah
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sabyasachi Mukheriji
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ranganath Misra

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice K.N. Singh
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Date of

Appointment

in Supreme
Court

26/01/1950

26/01/1950

26/01/1950

26/01/1950

26/01/1950

03/12/1954

17/01/1957

04/03/1957

31/01/1958

11/08/1958

01/12/1958

12/10/1959

03/02/1964

01/08/1969

10/12/1971

28/08/1972

17/07/1973

20/02/1978

08/03/1979

15/03/1983

15/03/1983

10/03/1986

Date of

Appointment

as CJ.I

26/01/1950

07/11/1951

04/01/1954

23/12/1954

01/02/1956

01/10/1959

01/02/1964

16/03/1966

30/06/1966

12/04/1967

25/02/1968

17/12/1970

22/01/1971

26/04/1973

29/01/1977

22/02/1978

12/07/1985

21/12/1986

19/06/1989

18/12/1989

25/09/1990

25/11/1991

Held Office
Till

06/11/1951*

03/01/1954

22/12/1954

31/01/1956**

30/09/1959

31/01/1964

15/03/1966

29/06/1966

11/04/1967**

24/02/1968

16/12/1970

21/01/1971

25/04/1973

28/01/1977

21/02/1978

11/07/1985

20/12/1986

18/06/1989**

17/12/1989

25/09/1990*

24/11/1991

12/12/1991



23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

38

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.H. Kania
Hon'ble Mr. Justice L.M. Sharma
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.M. Ahmadi
Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.S. Verma
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.M. Punchhi
Hon'’ble Dr. Justice A.S. Anand
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.P. Bharucha
Hon’ble Mr. Justice B.N. Kirpal
Hon'ble Mr. Justice G.B. Pattanaik
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V.N. Khare
Hon’ble Mr. Justice S. Rajendra Babu
Hon'ble Mr. Justice R.C. Lahoti
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Y.K. Sabharwal
Hon'ble Mr. Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.H. Kapadia
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Altamas Kabir
Hon'ble Mr. Justice P. Sathasivam
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Rajendra Mal Lodha
Hon’ble Mr. Justice H.L. Dattu
Hon'ble Mr. Justice T.S. Thakur
Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.S. Khehar
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Dipak Misra
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ranjan Gogoi

Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.A. Bobde

* Date of Death
** Date of Resignation

01/05/1987

05/10/1987

05/10/1987

14/12/1988

03/06/1989

06/10/1989

18/11/1991

01/07/1992

11/09/1995

11/09/1995

21/03/1997

25/09/1997

09/12/1998

28/01/2000

08/06/2000

18/12/2003

09/09/2005

21/08/2007

17/12/2008

17/12/2008

17/11/2009

13/09/2011

10/10/2011

23/04/2012

12/04/2013

13/12/1991

18/11/1992

12/02/1993

25/10/1994

25/03/1997

18/01/1998

10/10/1998

01/11/2001

06/05/2002

08/11/2002

19/12/2002

02/05/2004

01/06/2004

01/11/2005

14/01/2007

12/05/2010

29/09/2012

19/07/2013

27/04/2014

28/09/2014

03/12/2015

04/01/2017

28/08/2017

03/10/2018

18/11/2019

17/11/1992

11/02/1993

24/10/1994

24/03/1997

17/01/1998

09/10/1998

31/10/2001

05/05/2002

07/11/2002

18/12/2002

01/05/2004

31/05/2004

31/10/2005

13/01/2007

11/05/2010

28/09/2012

18/07/2013

26/04/2014

27/09/2014

02/12/2015

03/01/2017

27/08/2017

02/10/2018

17/11/2019

23/04/2021
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RETIRED HON'BLE JUDGES
(ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SENIORITY)
B
Appointment Till
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sir Syed Fazl Ali 26/01/1950 18/09/1951
2 Hon'ble Mr. Justice N. Chandrasekhara Aiyar 23/09/1950 24/01/1953
3 Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vivian Bose 05/03/1951 08/06/1956
4 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ghulam Hasan 08/09/1952 05/11/1954 *
5 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Natwarlal Harilal Bhagwati 08/09/1952 06/08/1959
6 Hon'ble Mr. Justice B. Jagannadhadas 09/03/1953 26/07/1958
7 Hon'ble Mr. Justice T.L. Venkatarama Aiyyar 04/01/1954 24/11/1958
8 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Syed Jaffer Imam 10/01/1955 31/01/1964 **
9 Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.K. Das 30/04/1956 02/09/1963
5 10 Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon 01/09/1956 16/10/1957 *
L 11 Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.L. Kapur 14/01/1957 12/12/1962
§ 12 Hon’ble Mr. Justice K.C. Das Gupta 24/08/1959 02/01/1965
% 13 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Raghubar Dayal 27/07/1960 25/10/1965
; 14 Hon'ble Mr. Justice N. Rajagopala Ayyangar 27/07/1960 14/12/1964
é 15 Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.R. Madholkar 03/10/1960 03/07/1966 **
% 16 Hon'ble Mr. Justice R.S. Bachawat 07/09/1964 31/07/1969
= 17 Hon'ble Mr. Justice V. Ramaswami 04/01/1965 29/10/1969
% 18 Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Satyanarayana Raju 20/10/1965 20/04/1966 *
E 19 Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.M. Shelat 24/02/1966 30/04/1973 **
E 20 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Vishishtha Bhargava 08/08/1966 04/02/1971
it 21 Hon'ble Mr. Justice GK. Mitter 29/08/1966 23/09/1971
E 22 Hon'ble Mr. Justice C.A. Vaidyialingam 10/10/1966 29/06/1972
= 23 Hon'ble Mr. Justice K.S. Hegde 17/07/1967 30/04/1973 **
24 Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.N. Grover 11/02/1968 31/05/1973 **
25 Hon'ble Mr. Justice P. Jaganmohan Reddy 01/08/1969 22/01/1975
26 Hon’ble Mr. Justice 1.D. Dua 01/08/1969 03/10/1972
27 Hon’ble Mr. Justice Subimal Chandra Roy 19/07/1971 12/11/1971 *



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
a1
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

Hon'ble Mr. Justice D.G. Palekar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Hans Raj Khanna

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Kuttyil Kurien Mathew

Hon’ble Mr. Justice S.N. Dwivedi
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.K. Mukherjea
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A. Alagiriswami
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice PK. Goswami
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice R.S. Sarkaria
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.C. Gupta

Hon'ble Mr. Justice N.L. Untwalia
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali
Hon'ble Mr. Justice PN. Shingal

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Jaswant Singh
Hon’ble Mr. Justice PS. Kailasam
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V.D. Tulzapurkar
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice D.A. Desai

Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.D. Koshal

Hon’ble Mr. Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.P. Sen

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Baharul Islam
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A. Varadarajan
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Amarendra Nath Sen
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V. Balakrishna Eradi
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice R.B. Misra

Hon'ble Mr. Justice D.P. Madon

Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.P. Thakkar
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V. Khalid

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice GL. Oza

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice B.C. Ray

19/07/1971
22/09/1971
04/10/1971
14/08/1972
14/08/1972
17/10/1972
17/07/1973
10/09/1973
17/09/1973
02/09/1974
03/10/1974
02/04/1975
06/11/1975
23/01/1976
03/01/1977
30/09/1977
30/09/1977
17/07/1978
17/07/1978
17/07/1978
04/12/1980
10/12/1980
28/01/1981
30/01/1981
30/01/1981
15/03/1983
15/03/1983
25/06/1984
29/10/1985
29/10/1985

03/09/1974
12/03/1977 **
02/01/1976
08/12/1974 *
23/10/1973 *
16/10/1975
14/11/1980
31/12/1977
15/01/1981
31/12/1981
31/07/1980
20/08/1985 *
14/10/1980
24/01/1979
11/09/1980
08/03/1986
08/05/1985
06/03/1982
24/09/1987
19/09/1988
12/01/1983 **
16/08/1985
30/09/1985
18/06/1987
14/06/1986
06/04/1986
03/11/1988
30/06/1987
11/12/1989
31/10/1991
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58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice M.M. Dutt

Hon’ble Mr. Justice S. Natarajan
Hon’ble Mr. Justice K. Jagannatha Shetty
Hon’ble Mr. Justice S. Ranganathan
Hon'ble Mr. Justice N.D. Ojha

Hon’ble Mr. Justice S. Ratnavel Pandian
Hon'ble Dr. Justice T.K. Thommen
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice K.N. Saikia

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Kuldip Singh
Hon'ble Mr. Justice V. Ramaswami
Hon'ble Mr. Justice PB. Sawant

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice N.M. Kasliwal
Hon’ble Mr. Justice K. Ramaswamy
Hon'’ble Ms. Justice M. Fathima Beevi
Hon'ble Mr. Justice K. Jayachandra Reddy
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.C. Agrawal
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice R.M. Sahai

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Yogeshwar Dayal
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. Mohan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy
Hon'ble Mr. Justice G.N. Ray

Hon’ble Mr. Justice R.C. Patnaik
Hon'ble Mr. Justice N.P. Singh

Hon'ble Mr. Justice N. Venkatachala
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.K. Mukherjee
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Faizan Uddin
Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.L. Hansaria
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.C. Sen

Hon'ble Mr. Justice K.S. Paripoornan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.B. Majmudar
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10/03/1986
10/03/1986
01/05/1987
05/10/1987
18/01/1988
14/12/1988
14/12/1988
14/12/1988
14/12/1988
06/10/1989
06/10/1989
06/10/1989
06/10/1989
06/10/1989
11/01/1990
11/01/1990
11/01/1990
22/03/1991
07/10/1991
07/10/1991
07/10/1991
03/12/1991
15/06/1992
01/07/1992
14/12/1993
14/12/1993
14/12/1993
11/06/1994
11/06/1994
19/09/1994

29/10/1989
28/10/1989
14/12/1991

30/10/1992
18/01/1991

12/03/1994
25/09/1993
28/02/1991
31/12/1996

14/02/1994
29/06/1995
03/04/1993
12/07/1997
29/04/1992
14/07/1994
04/09/1998
24/06/1995

02/08/1994 *

10/02/1995
13/03/1997
30/04/1998
30/05/1992 *
24/12/1996
02/07/1995
30/11/1998
04/02/1997
24/12/1996
20/12/1997
11/06/1997
19/08/2000



88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117

Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sujata V. Manohar
Hon'ble Mr. Justice GT. Nanavati
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. Saghir Ahmad
Hon'ble Mr. Justice K. Venkataswami
Hon’ble Mr. Justice S.P. Kurdukar
Hon’ble Mr. Justice K.T. Thomas
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. Jagannadha Rao
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice D.P. Wadhwa
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. Srinivasan
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ajay Prakash Misra
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.S.M. Quadri
Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.B. Shah

Hon’ble Mr. Justice D.P. Mohapatra
Hon'ble Mr. Justice U.C. Banerjee
Hon'ble Mr. Justice N. Santosh Hegde
Hon’ble Mr. Justice R.P. Sethi

Hon’ble Mr. Justice S.N. Phukan
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Doraiswamy Raju
Hon'ble Mrs. Justice Ruma Pal
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice S.N. Variava
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shivaraj V. Patil
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Brijesh Kumar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.N. Agrawal

Hon'ble Mr. Justice P. Venkatarama Reddi

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice Ashok Bhan

Hon'ble Dr. Justice Arijit Pasayat
Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.P. Singh

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice D.M. Dharmadhikari
Hon’ble Mr. Justice HK. Sema

Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.B. Sinha

08/11/1994
06/03/1995
06/03/1995
06/03/1995
29/03/1996
29/03/1996
21/03/1997
21/03/1997
25/09/1997
04/12/1997
04/12/1997
09/12/1998
09/12/1998
09/12/1998
08/01/1999
08/01/1999
28/01/1999
28/01/2000
28/01/2000
15/03/2000
15/03/2000
19/10/2000
19/10/2000
17/08/2001
17/08/2001
19/10/2001
14/12/2001
05/03/2002
09/04/2002
03/10/2002

27/08/1999

16/02/2000
30/06/2000
18/09/1999

15/01/2000
29/01/2002
01/12/2000
04/05/2000

25/02/2000 *

31/08/2001
04/04/2003
24/09/2003
02/08/2002
17/11/2002
15/06/2005
06/07/2002
31/03/2002
01/07/2004
02/06/2006
07/11/2005
11/01/2005
09/06/2004
14/10/2009
09/08/2005
01/10/2008
09/05/2009
08/07/2007
13/08/2005
31/05/2008
07/08/2009
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118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice Arun Kumar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.N. Srikrishna
Hon'ble Dr. Justice AR. Lakshmanan
Hon’ble Mr. Justice G.P. Mathur

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice A K. Mathur

Hon'’ble Mr. Justice C.K. Thakker

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Tarun Chatterjee
Hon'ble Mr. Justice PK. Balasubramanyan
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice PP. Naolekar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice R.V. Raveendran
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Dalveer Bhandari
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Lokeshwar Singh Panta
Hon’ble Mr. Justice D.K. Jain

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Markandey Katju
Hon'ble Mr. Justice H.S. Bedi

Hon'ble Mr. Justice V.S. Sirpurkar
Hon'ble Mr. Justice B. Sudershan Reddy
Hon'ble Mr. Justice G.S. Singhvi

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aftab Alam

Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.M. Panchal

Hon'’ble Dr. Justice Mukundakam Sharma
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Cyriac Joseph
Hon'ble Mr. Justice A K. Ganguly

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Deepak Verma
Hon'’ble Dr. Justice B.S. Chauhan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.K. Patnaik

Hon'ble Mr. Justice K.S. Radhakrishnan
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.S. Nijjar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Swatanter Kumar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice C.K. Prasad

NNUAL REPORT 2020-21

03/10/2002
03/10/2002
20/12/2002
20/12/2002
07/06/2004
07/06/2004
27/08/2004
27/08/2004
27/08/2004
09/09/2005
28/10/2005
03/02/2006
10/04/2006
10/04/2006
12/01/2007
12/01/2007
12/01/2007
12/11/2007
12/11/2007
12/11/2007
09/04/2008
07/07/2008
17/12/2008
11/05/2009
11/05/2009
17/11/2009
17/11/2009
17/11/2009
18/12/2009
08/02/2010

11/04/2006
20/05/2006
21/03/2007
18/01/2008
06/08/2008
09/11/2008
13/01/2010

27/08/2007
28/06/2008
14/10/2011

27/04/2012**

22/04/2009
24/01/2013
19/09/2011

04/09/2011
21/08/2011

07/07/2011
11/12/2013

18/04/2013
05/10/2011

17/09/2011

27/01/2012
02/02/2012
27/08/2012
01/07/2014
02/06/2014
14/05/2014
06/06/2014

19/12/2012**

14/07/2014



148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176

Hon'ble Mr. Justice H.L. Gokhale

Hon'ble Mrs. Justice Gyan Sudha Misra
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Anil R. Dave

Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. J. Mukhopadhaya
Hon'ble Mrs. Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Jasti Chelameswar
Hon’ble Mr. Justice FM. Ibrahim Kalifulla
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Madan B. Lokur
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.Y. Egbal

Hon’ble Mr. Justice V. Gopala Gowda
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Vikramajit Sen
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Kurian Joseph
Hon’ble Mr. Justice A K. Sikri

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shiva Kirti Singh
Hon'ble Mr. Justice C. Nagappan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice R.K. Agrawal

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Arun Mishra

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel
Hon'’ble Mr. Justice R.F. Nariman

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Abhay Manohar Sapre
Hon'’ble Mrs. Justice R. Banumathi
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Prafulla C. Pant
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Amitava Roy

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ashok Bhushan

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Navin Sinha
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Deepak Gupta

Hon'ble Ms. Justice Indu Malhotra

* Date of Death
** Date of Resignation

30/04/2010
30/04/2010
30/04/2010
13/09/2011
13/09/2011
10/10/2011
02/04/2012
04/06/2012
24/12/2012
24/12/2012
24/12/2012
08/03/2013
08/03/2013
12/04/2013
19/09/2013
19/09/2013
17/02/2014
07/07/2014
07/07/2014
07/07/2014
13/08/2014
13/08/2014
13/08/2014
27/02/2015
13/05/2016
17/02/2017
17/02/2017
17/02/2017
27/04/2018

09/03/2014
27/04/2014
18/11/2016

14/03/2015

29/10/2014
22/06/2018
22/07/2016
30/12/2018

12/02/2016

05/10/2016
30/12/2015

27/05/2017
29/11/2018

06/03/2019
12/11/2016

03/10/2016
04/05/2018
02/09/2020
06/07/2018
12/08/2021
27/08/2019
19/07/2020
29/08/2017
28/02/2018
04/07/2021

24/04/2021*

18/08/2021
06/05/2020
13/03/2021
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The Supreme Court has jurisdiction over - the
authority to hear - a wide range of cases. Its
jurisdiction is generally classified into three
categories namely, original, appellate and
advisory.

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

The Supreme Court of India is empowered
by Article 131 of the Constitution of India to
entertain original jurisdiction exclusively
with regards to any dispute between the
Government of India and one or more States;
or, between the Government of India and any
State or States on one side and one or more
other States on the other; or, between two
or more States, if and in so far as the dispute
involves any question (whether of law or fact)
on which the existence or extent of alegal right
depends: Provided that the said jurisdiction
shall not extend to a dispute arising out of
anytreaty, agreement,covenant,engagements,
andorother similar instrument which, having
been entered into or executed before the
commencement of this Constitution, continues
in operation after such commencement, or
which provides that the said jurisdiction shall
notextendtosuchadispute. In addition, Article
32 of the Constitution gives an extensive
original jurisdiction to the Supreme Court
in regard to enforcement of Fundamental
Rights. It is empowered to issue directions,

JURISDICTION

orders or writs, including writs in the nature
of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo
warranto and certiorari to enforce them. In
accordance with the power conferred under
Article 71 of the Constitution, all doubts and
disputes arising out of or in connection with
the election of a President or Vice President
shall be inquired into and decided by the
Supreme Court whose decision shall be final.
Apart from this, Section 25 of the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 enables the Supreme Court to
transfer any case, appeal or other proceedings
from High Court or other civil court in one
State to a High Court or other civil court in
any other State. Moreover, Supreme Court
can also transfer any case involving same or
substantially same questions of law pending
before it and one or more High Courtsin certain
contingencies to itself, as per the provisions
under Article 139A. The Appointment of
Arbitrators by the Chief Justice of India
Scheme, 1996 as framed under Section 11(10)
of the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996
regulates the appointment of arbitrators under
Section 11(6) of the said Act. Furthermore, the
Supreme Court has all the powers to punish
for contempt of itself. For this purpose, ‘Rules
to Regulate proceedings for Contempt of the
Supreme Court, 1975, have been framed in
exercise of the power under Section 23 of
the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, read with
Article 145 of the Constitution of India.
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PART 1

APPELLATE JURISDICTION

The Supreme Court has very wide appellate
jurisdiction over all Courts and Tribunals in
India. The Appellate Jurisdiction is exercised
under Articles 132 to 134. According to Article
132, an appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court
from any judgment, decree or final order of a
High Court in the territory of India, whether in
a civil, criminal or other proceeding, if the High
Court certifies under Article 134A that the case
involves a substantial question of law as to the
interpretationofthisConstitution. Apartfromthe
above, Supreme Court also has the discretion to
grant Special Leave to Appeal under Article 136
of the Constitution from any judgment, decree,
determination, sentence or order in any cause or
matter passed or made by any courtor tribunalin
theterritory of India. Further, the Supreme Court
of India has the jurisdiction to decide a statutory
appeal, whenever any legislation provides for
appeal tothe Supreme Court. Anumber of special
statutes provide for an Appeal to Supreme Court.
Such provisions for statutory appealsinclude the
following:

= Section 35L of the Central Excise Act, 1944
(1 of 1944);

= Section 116A of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951);

= Section 38 of the Advocates Act, 1961 (25
of 1961);

= Section 261 of the Income Tax Act, 1961
(43 of 1961) before the establishment of
National Tax Tribunal from 28.12.2005;

= Section 130E of the Customs Act, 1962 (52
of 1962);

= Section 19 (1) (b) of the Contempt of Courts
Act, 1971 (70 of 1971);

= Section 374 and Section 379 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)
read with Section 2 of Supreme Court

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

(Enlargement of Criminal Appellate
Jurisdiction) Act, 1970 (28 of 1970);

Section 23 of the Consumer Protection Act,
1986 (68 of 1986);

Section 19 of the Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1987 (28 of 1987);

Section 10 of the Special Courts (Trial
of Offences relating to Transactions in
Securities) Act, 1992 (27 of 1992);

Section 15Z of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India Act, 1992 (15 of 1992);

Section 18 of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997);

Section 53T of the Competition Act, 2002
(12 of 2003);

Section 125 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36
of 2003);

Section 24 of the National Tax Tribunal Act,
2005 (49 of 2005);

Section 30 of the Armed Forces Tribunal
Act, 2007 (55 of 2007);

Section 37 of the Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006 (19 of 2006);

Section 31 of the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India Act, 2008
(27 of 2008);

Section 22 of the National Green Tribunal
Act, 2010 (19 of 2010);

Section 423 of the Companies Act, 2013 (18
of 2013);

Section 38 of the Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority Act, 2013 (23
of 2013);

Section 21 of the Black Money (Undisclosed
Foreign Income and Assets) and Imposition
of Tax Act, 2015 (22 of 2015);

Section 33E of the Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies,
Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 (18 of 2016);



Sections 62 and 182 of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (31 of 2016);

Section 118 of the Central Goods and
Services Tax Act, 2017 (12 of 2017);

Section 73 of the Consumer Protection Act,
2019 (35 of 2019); and

Section 60(2) of the Major Port Authorities
Act, 2021 (1 of 2021).

ADVISORY JURISDICTION

Article 143(1) of the Constitution of India
states that if at any time it appears to the
President of India that a question of law or
fact has arisen, or is likely to arise, which s
of such nature or of such publicimportance
that it is expedient to obtain the opinion of
the Supreme Court upon it, the President
may refer the question tothe Supreme Court
for consideration. The Supreme Court may,
aftersuchhearingasitthinksfit,reporttothe
President,itsopinionthereon.Inaccordance
with Article 143(2) of the Constitution, the
President may, refer a dispute of the kind
mentioned in the proviso of Article 131
of Constitution to the Supreme Court for
opinion and the Supreme Court shall, after
such hearing as it thinks fit, report to the
President its opinion thereon.

Reference to the Supreme Court can also be
made under following provisions:

e Article 317 of the Constitution of India,
as regards removal of Chairman or
any other Member of a Public Service
Commission.

e Section 11 of the Competition Act, 2002,
as regards removal of Chairperson and
other Members of the Commission.

e Sections 14 and 17 of the Right to
Information Act, 2005, as regards
the Removal of Chief Information
Commissioner or any Information

Commissioner and State Chief
Information Commissioner or
State Information Commissioner,
respectively.

e Section 257 of the Income Tax Act, 1961,
as regards reference by the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal.

OTHER POWERS OF THE SUPREME
COURT

In addition to the Original, Appellate and
Advisory Jurisdiction, the Supreme Court also
exercises the following powers:

= Public Interest Litigation (PIL): A Public
Interest Litigation may commence in any
of the manner, such as: (i) through a suo
motu petition in pursuance of the order of
the Chief Justice or Judge of the Supreme
Court; (ii) in pursuance of an order of the
Chief Justice or a Judge nominated by the
Chief Justice on a letter or representation;
(iii) by an order of the Supreme Court to treat
a petition as a Public Interest Litigation; (iv)
by presentation of a petition in the Supreme
Court.

= Power of Review: The Supreme Court
under Article 137 of the Constitution of
India hasthe power to review any judgment
pronounced, orany order madeby it. Review
Petitions are disposed of by circulation as
per listing procedures. However, in death
sentence cases, oral hearing has been made
permissible, limited to 30 minutes as per the
verdict in Sonu Sardar v. Union of India
[2014(9) SCC 737]

= Curative Petitions: Order XLVIII of the
Supreme Court Rules, 2013 provides that
the Supreme Court can reconsider its final
judgment/order by way of a Curative
Petition on limited grounds after the
dismissal of Review Petition.
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PART 1

IMPORTANT ACTS RELATING TO
SUPREME COURT

The important legislations relating to Supreme
Court of India are as follows:

*  Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 (51 of 1968);

= Judges (Protection) Act, 1985 (59 of 1985)
[amended by Act No. 34 of 2019];

= Supreme Court (Enlargement of Criminal
Appellate Jurisdiction) Act, 1970 (28 of
1970) [amended by Act No. 37 of 1972];

= Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,
1956 (55 of 1956) [amended by Act Nos. 17
of 1960, 48 of 1977, 22 of 1986, 11 of 2009
and 37 of 2019]; and

= Supreme Court Judges (Salaries and
Conditions of Service) Act, 1958 (41 of 1958)
[amended by Act Nos. 77 of 1971, 36 of 1976,
57 of 1980, 36 of 1985, 38 of 1986, 20 of 1988,
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32 of 1989, 72 of 1993, 2 of 1994, 20 of 1996,
18 of 1998, 7 of 1999, 8 of 2003, 46 of 2005,
23 of 2009, 13 of 2016 and 10 of 2018].

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATIONS

The subordinate legislations relating to the
Supreme Court are as follows:

» Judges (Inquiry) Rules, 1969;

= Supreme Court Rules, 2013;

= Supreme Court (Decree and Orders)
Enforcement Order, 1954;

= Supreme Court Judges Rules, 1959;

* Supreme Court Judges (Travelling
Allowance) Rules, 1959; and

= RulestoRegulate Proceedings for Contempt
of the Supreme Court, 1975.



The Supreme Court of India is the Apex Court
of the judicial pillar of the Indian democratic
State. Its journey began two days after India
became a Sovereign, Democratic Republic on
26 January 1950.

THE BEGINNING

The Supreme Court of India came into existence
on 28 January, 1950, the day on which the
erstwhile Federal Court of India ceased to
exist. The first sitting of the Supreme Court
was held in the Chamber of Princes inside the
Parliament Building, from where the Federal
Court used to function. The Court shifted to
the present building, which was inaugurated
by the first President of India, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, on 4 August, 1958. In the year 1979,
two new wings, the East wing and the West

SUPREME COURT BUILDING

wing, were added to the original building. In
the year 1994, the second extension of the
building was constructed, connecting the East
wing and the West wing. The New Extension
Block near the Supreme Court Museum came
to be inaugurated on 4 November, 2015. The
Additional Building Complex of the Supreme
Court of India across the historical Mathura
Road came up in the year 2019 and was
inaugurated by the President of India, Shri
Ram Nath Kovind.

ARCHITECTURE

The original Supreme Court building was
built on a triangular plot of 17 acres. Supreme
Court Building was designed by Chief Architect
Ganesh Bhikaji Deolalikar, who was the first
Indian to head CPWD and designed it in the
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Indo - British architectural style. The design of
the building is in the shape of a balance with
a pair of Scales of Justice and it was conceived
and planned by Engineers and Architects who
were trained as per western standards and
hence the Building bears testimony of western
expertise and skill set of high order, combined
with the Indian concept of justice. Traditionally,
justice is represented as a pair of scales, the two
pans of which have to be held evenly without
allowing the beam from which they hang to
incline to either side. There are two wings on
the two sides. At the end of each wing are semi
circular structures, each representing the pans
which are attached to the beam at the top,
which accommodates the Court rooms wherein
the Hon'ble Judges are seated while dispensing
justice without inclining either to the right or
to the left.

The Central beam from the ends of which the
scales hang, comprises of the Chief Justice’s
Court at the Centre with two Court halls on
either side. The right wing of the structure
consists of the Bar Association rooms, the
offices of the Attorney General for India
and other Law officers and the library of the
Court. The left wing consists of offices of the
Court.

2|

Mural in the Judges’ Gallery

ADDITIONAL BUILDING COMPLEX OF
THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

In order to cope up with the space constraints
felt in the original Supreme Court Building,
an additional complex of the Supreme Court
with a futuristic vision was conceptualized on
a land measuring 12.19 acres, abutting Pragati
Maidan, and its foundation stone was laid on
27 September, 2012. The Additional Building
Complex (ABC) has been built as a state-of-
the-art, environment friendly, centrally air-
conditioned office complex with all modern
facilities. The curved facade introduced in
some of the building design together with
European style pillars that rise from the ground

View of Additional Building Complex, Supreme Court of India
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level, in the A block and the colour scheme
of the buildings with an external cladding
of sand-stone is indicative that the design of
this complex seeks to retain the marvel of the
main building of Supreme Court of India. The
Additional Building Complex has also been
designed to maximize the use of available
sunlight, air and water- the complex is capable
of producing solar power of 1400 KWp which
is integrated with the main grid supply. This
project has been designed as a GRIHA (Green
Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment)
compliant rated energy efficient Building
Complex. This new complex comprises of five
functional blocks and one service block.

Library Block - Block A
Judicial Block - Block B
Convention Centre - Block C
Lawyers Chambers - Block D
Facilities Block - Block E
Service Block - Block F

These Blocks are four to nine storeys high and
have a three-level underground basement
area which have sufficient car parking areas
and storage godowns. The additional building
complex, built by CPWD, has a total built-up
area of 1,80,700 square meters.

NEW INITIATIVES

= Congregation Hall & Lounge of the
Supreme Court Administration was made

Functional: A Congregation Hall & Lounge
has been created on the 2™ Floor, Southern
Flank, ‘B’ Block, Additional Building
Complex with state-of-the-art fittings and
fixtures. It is expected to complement the
existing Multipurpose Hall and Conference
Hall at 2™ Floor, ‘C’ Block, Additional
Building Complex, Supreme Court of India.

Common Utility Room(s): To provide the
Registry staff earmarked areas to enable
them to have lunch or tea and interact
informally, Common Utility Rooms have
been created in designated floors in ‘A’ and
‘B’ Blocks, Additional Building Complex,
Supreme Court of India.

Restrooms for Transgenders: In compliance
with statutory norms, creation of designated
restrooms for Transgenders has been
undertaken in the Main and Additional
Building complexes of the Supreme Court
of India.

Augmented CGHS Facility, ‘C’ Block,
Additional Building Complex: Space on the
First Floor, ‘C’ Block, Additional Building
Complex has been earmarked for shifting
of the CGHS with more space and better
facilities so as to accommodate various
diagnostic equipments as also bigger and
better Consultation Rooms, Waiting Area,
Pharmacy Area, etc. The area is being
developed as per requirement of the CGHS
health officials so as to provide better
services to all the stakeholders.
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ATM Facility in Additional Building
Complex: ATM machines have been
installed in the Additional Building
Complex, Supreme Court of India for the
benefit of the Registry staff and other
stakeholders.

Sculpture of ‘Tree of Life’ at Front Lawn
in Additional Building Complex: A 12 feet
high bronze sculpture ‘Tree of Life’ has
been installed in the lawns near Gate No.1,
Additional Building Complex, Supreme
Court of India. The sculpture representing
the first element of nature expresses the
fundamental truths of life as a symbol of
the ethos of the Supreme Court of India.

TreeGuardsfortheplantationin Additional
Building Complex: To protect and give life
to the plantation done in the Additional
Building Complex of the Supreme Court
of India, tree guards have been erected

with the provisioning of a plate containing
common name as well as botanical name
and numbering of each plantation, if
found effective, tree-guards would also be
introduced in the Main Campus.

Entry bars at the Ramps of the Basements:
To secure the basements of the Additional
Building Complex from any damage due to
entry of heavy vehicles, ‘Entry Bars’ have
been installed at the ramps leading to the
basement to prevent entry of vehicles with
height higher than 2 metres.

Observation Posts in the Additional
Building Complex: In order to strengthen
the security of the premises, observation
posts have been erected along the perimeter
wall of the Additional Building Complex of
the Supreme Court of India with provision
of flood-lights to illuminate the areas falling
in line of sight from such posts.



Regulating Vehicular Movement in
Additional Building Complex: To ensure
safety of the pedestrians and to control
speed of the vehicles, speed bumps at
appropriate locations on the paved roads
inside the Additional Building Complex
with the speed limit signage of 20 km/hr
have been installed.

Administrative Godowns in the Additional
Building Complex: To meet the ever
increasing demand/requirement of storage
area of various Branches/Sections as well as
those of coordinate agencies likes CPWD,
etc, additional Godowns for safe storage
have been constructed in the Additional
Building Complex of the Supreme Court of
India.

Laser Illumination - Independence Day,
2021 - Supreme Court Main Building &
Additional Building Complex: For the first
time, the Additional Building Complex of
the Supreme Court of India was illuminated
on the occasion of Independence Day
Celebrations with a tri-colour laser light
illumination. This laser light illumination
has proved to be a better alternative to
conventional illumination in terms of

energy saving, lighting and preserving the
aesthetics of the building.

Secretariat of Hon'ble The Chief Justice of
India & New Judges Lounge: An area has
been developed to house the Secretariat
of the Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India
having contemporary and state-of-the-
art facilities including VRV/VRF facility,
LCD Display, Public Address System, etc.;
and given its exclusive location, a vertical
garden has been set up therein for the
first time in Supreme Court of India. New
Lounge for the Hon'ble Judges is also made
functional.

Restoration of storm water drainage along
the boundary wall of Supreme Court
Building towards Mathura Road and Tilak
Marg side: The original storm water drain
alongside the boundary wall of Supreme
Court Building facing Mathura Road has
been restored and is being beautified, and
the work of pedestrian footpath is being
implemented; in addition, a new storm
water drainage line has been laid through
trenchless method along the Tilak Marg, as
the old Line got chocked and was declared
defunct.
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Dedicated Workspace for National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA): A modern
workspaceisbeing created for the upcoming
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
Headquarters at Ground Floor, ‘B’ Block,
Additional Building Complex, Supreme
Court of India.

Meeting Room, 1%t Floor, West Wing:
A meeting/conference room for the
administrative meetings of senior
functionaries of the Registry has been
created on the 1%t Floor, West Wing.

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

Buffer Zone railing of Supreme Court
Building along Mathura Road: In order
to upgrade and strengthen the security
around the periphery of Supreme Court of
India, boundary wall of the Supreme Court
main campus alongside the Mathura Road
has been re-aligned and new boundary
railings are being installed; besides, the
outer areas along the boundary wall have
been developed into an access regulated
Buffer Zone, to prevent any breach of
security and to ensure effective vigil over
the precincts and surroundings of the
Supreme Court Premises.

Extension of skywalk from W-point, ITO
to Tilak Bridge Railway Station and from
Supreme Court Metro Station to Gate
No. 1 & 3, Additional Building Complex:
Extension of the Skywalk from W-point,
ITO crossing to Tilak Bridge Railway Station
and Supreme Court Metro Station to Gate
Nos.1 & 3, Additional Building Complex
has been taken up with the concerned
agencies to provide seamless entry to the
stakeholders accessing the Supreme Court
of India, through rail services of Indian
Railways and Delhi Metro.
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COURT

I. SUPREMECOURTREGISTRY -MAIN
WINGS

The administrative wing of the Supreme
Court is known as the Registry. For systematic
functioning and efficient disposal of work, the
Registry is divided into two main Wings, viz.
Administration and Judicial, which are further
divided into various Divisions, Branches,
Sections and Cells. The subject matters dealt
with by each and every Section/Unit are well
defined.

Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India is the
Administrative Head of the Supreme Court. All
the administrative powers for determining the
work structure of the Court and the Registry
of the Apex Court and also for setting up the
ministerial side of the Court, exclusively vest
in Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India. Powers
under Article 146 of the Constitution read
with the Supreme Court Officers and Servants
(Conditions of Service and Conduct) Rules,
1961 are exercised by Hon'ble the Chief Justice
of India either directly or through some other
Hon'ble Judge or a Committee of the Hon'ble
Judges or Officer(s) of the Court authorized for
the purpose.

The Secretary General who is of the rank of
Secretary to the Government of India is the
highest Administrative Officer of the Supreme

ADMINISTRATION

Court. The post of the Secretary General is
exclusively meant forajudicial officer of therank
of a District and Sessions Judge. For positions
of Registrars, mostly the judicial officers of the
rank of Additional District and Sessions Judge
are drawn on deputation. The Secretary General
is assisted by 11 Registrars, 3 Officers on Special
Duty and 25 Additional Registrars who are
assigned work of specific branches and they, in
turn, are assisted by Deputy Registrars, officers of
otherlowerranksand subordinate staff. There are
2,626 posts on the establishment of the Supreme
Court Registry, which includes 2,133 permanent
posts. Details of staff strength in the Registry are
as under:

Staff strength in the Registry

S. No. Type of Posts No. of Posts

1 Gazetted Officers 365
2 Non-Gazetted officials 1,297
3 Non-Clerical Staff 964
Total 2,626

The Supreme Court Registry has been divided
into 70 Sections/Units. All case files pertaining
to judicial matters, i.e. SLPs, Writ Petitions,
Original Cases, References and other appeals
etc. are mainly handled in 23 Sections on the
judicial side and the division of work between
them is based either on its nature, i.e. Special
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PART 1

Subject Category or on geographical area, i.e.
State/ High Court wise. Further, there are other
Sections dealing with judicial matters, which
are called ancillary judicial Sections such as
Filing Counter (Section I-B), Extension Counter,
Paper Books Sections [Sections preparing
Paper Books (I, I-A & I-A Annexe) & Paperbook
Godown-II], Sections relating to Computerization
(Computer Cell & D.E.U. Sections), Elimination
Section, Sections dealing with maintenance of
Original Record and Translation work (Sections
V&VI), Record Room & Scanning Cell, Decree
Sections (XIII & XIII-B), Copying, Editorial,
PIL(English), Listing, Receipt & Issue Section,
and Information & Statistics Secretariat for
dealing with applications under RTI Act, 2005
and compilation and processing of statistical
information. There are two supporting wings,
i.e. Library Wing and Court Masters Wing. A
Centre for Research and Planning has also been
established to assist the Court in general and
Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India in the field
of legal research. It also prepares material for
the purpose of Conferences, Seminars and Legal
Forum Meetings. Two Courts of Registrars have
also been functional, one since 3 April 2006 and
the other from 1 September 2006 for dealing
with matters referred to in the Supreme Court
Rules.

There are 16 Sections dealing with the matters
pertaining to the establishment, which includes
Recruitment Cell, Admn. I - Human Resource
Management Cell, Admn. I, Admn. III, Training
Cell, Vigilance Cell, Admn. Materials (Purchase &
Stores), Admn. Materials (Maintenance), Admn.
General, Cash and Accounts-I & II, Admn. J,
Protocol, Medical, Transport and Caretaking.
Recruitment Cell deals with recruitment on
various posts, Departmental Examination etc.
Admn. I - Human Resource Management Cell
deals with promotion and probation of officers
and staff etc. Admn. II Section deals with leave,
pay and pension of officers and staff. Admn.
III Section deals with all types of advances
admissible to officers and staff. Training Cell

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

deals with imparting training to staff. Vigilance
Cell deals with vigilance matters, verification of
antecedents of employees and new recruits etc.
Admn. Materials (Purchase & Stores) Section deals
with purchase and issue of all items including
Stationery, Furniture, Livery and Printing etc.
Admn. Materials (Maintenance) deals with the
maintenance of all the items, award of annual
maintenance contract and other miscellaneous
work. Admn. General Section deals with
maintenance of Supreme Court Building and
allotment of Lawyers’ Chambers etc. Cash and
Accounts Sections deal with preparation of pay
bills and budget estimates etc. Admn. Judges
Section looks after the provision of necessary
amenities to the Hon'ble Judges whereas overall
housekeeping job, including the work connected
with maintenance of the Judges’ Chambers in
the Supreme Court and their official residences
is allocated to the Caretaking Branch. Protocol
Section renders protocol services to the Hon'ble
Judges and the Transport Section provides
transport facilities to the Hon'ble Judges and
the Registry. There also exists a Medical Section
for arranging medical facilities for the Hon'ble
Judges. Reception Office and the Reception
Counters provide necessary assistance and
hassle-free services to the visitors, litigant public
and the Advocates.

While the practice and procedure of working
on the judicial side of the Registry are
regulated by the Supreme Court Rules, 2013
and Handbook on Practice and Procedure and
Office Procedure, the practice and procedure of
working on the Administrative side have been
mentioned in the Supreme Court Officers and
Servants (Conditions of Service and Conduct)
Rules, 1961 and Manual of Office Procedure.
The minimum educational qualifications and
other eligibility conditions prescribed for
each and every post have been specified in
the Schedule to the 1961 Rules. Manuals also
contain the nature of duties and responsibilities
of the officers and employees.



II. SPECIALISED SECREATARIATS

a) Conference Secretariat

In order to monitor the progress on Resolutions
made in the Chief Justices’ Conference and
their follow up, a Conference Secretariat at
Supreme Court was established in the year
2016. Likewise, in all the High Courts similar
Conference Secretariats function to prepare the
progress reports on the said Resolutions and
provide the data/details whenever sought for.
A detailed questionnaire prepared subsequent
to the adoption of Resolutions in the Chief
Justice Conference, 2016, has been shared with
all the High Courts and a portal was created
detailing therein quantifiable/measurable
deliverables based on the Resolution so adopted.
The Conference Secretariats of the High
Courts share their quarterly progress reports
and follow up on the Resolutions so made. In
the Judicial year 2020-21 quarterly reports so
received have been utilized for taking stock
of the progress and interventions, as may be
required.

b) Information and Statistics Secretariat

Information and Statistics Secretariat compiles
the data regarding Institution, Disposal and
Pendency of Cases in Subordinate Courts as
well as in the High Courts for every quarter. In
the judicial year i.e 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021
quarterly Statements of Institution, Disposal
and Pendency of Cases during the period from
1 July 2020 to 30 September 2020, 1 October
2020 to 31 December 2020, 1 January 2021 to
31 March 2021 and 1 April 2021 to 30 June 2021
were compiled. The quarterly statements are
published in the Supreme Court’s publication
“Court-News” newsletter.

The Information and Statistics Secretariat also
deals with RTI applications received under
provisions of the Right to Information Act,
2005. During the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June
2021, a total of 3136 RTI/N-RTI applications
were received and all have been duly processed
under the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005.
During the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021,
atotal of 436 First Appeals under the provisions
of the RTI Act, 2005 were received and dealt
with in the office of the Ld. First Appellate
Authority as per the provision of the said Act.

FORMER REGISTRAR GENERALS / SECRETARY GENERALS
[As on 20.11.2021]

| SNo_[Name of the Officer

1  Shri Sankatha Rai

2  Shri MSA Siddiqui

3  Shri Chandresh Bhushan
4 Shri Bhanwar Singh

5  Shri Lal Chand Bhadoo

6  Shri J.C.S. Rawat

7  Shri B.M. Gupta

8  Shri VK. Jain

9  Shri M.P. Bhadran

10 Shri ALS. Cheema

11  Shri Ravindra Maithani
12 Shri V. S. R. Avadhani

13  Shri Ravindra Maithani
14  Shri Sanjeev Sudhakar Kalgaonkar

* As OSD w.e.f. 03.11.2018 to 19.12.2018

01.06.1987 03.11.1992
09.11.1992 26.09.1994
27.09.1994 27.04.1998
27.04.1998 26.03.1999
27.03.1999 19.01.2003
20.01.2003 28.06.2004
29.06.2004 24.11.2005
01.12.2005 13.05.2009
13.05.2009 12.05.2010
12.05.2010 12.05.2013
12.05.2013 15.11.2014
15.11.2014 11.12.2015
11.12.2015 02.12.2018
20.12.2018* 03.11.2021
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FORMER REGISTRARS
[As on 20.11.2021]
oo Nameotwmeomor ———————— Jpom 1
1 Shri PN. Murthy 26.01.1950 04.01.1956
2 Shri K.Krishnaswami Aiyar 05.01.1956 01.04.1956
3 Shri Arindam Dutt 02.04.1956 14.06.1962
4 Shri S.N. Sharma 01.07.1962 15.03.1964
5 Shri Y.D. Desai 13.08.1963 19.04.1969
6 Shri CV. Rane 09.06.1969 19.10.1971
7 Shri M.P. Saxena 20.10.1971 30.04.1979
8 Shri SK. Gupta 16.07.1973 01.01.1978
9 Shri R.Narasimhan 16.01.1978 31.03.1984
10 Shri R.Subba Rao 01.05.1979 31.03.1986
11 Shri A.N. Oberai 01.04.1986 29.02.1988
) 12 Shri H.S. Munjral 02.04.1987 31.08.1988
= 13 Shri R.R. Kumar 01.09.1988 30.04.1993
E 14 Ms. SV. Kashyap 01.09.1988 30.11.1988
E 15 Shri R.N. Joshi 01.12.1988 28.02.1989
E 16 Shri Yoginder Lal 01.03.1989 30.06.1989
E 17 Shri S. Vardarajan 01.07.1989 31.08.1989
o
= 18 Shri Ved Prakash Sharma 16.12.1989 14.02.1995
e 19 Shri Susanta Ghosh 01.02.1990 25.10.1996
E 20 Shri PN. Likhyani 15.02.1991 28.02.1994
§ 21 Shri L.C. Bhadoo 01.03.1993 26.02.1999
E 22 Ms. Manju Goel 30.09.1994 31.03.1997
% 23 Shri H.S. Kapoor 12.02.1997 30.11.2002
— 24 Shri R.C. Gandhi 04.04.1997 31.07.2007
E 25 Shri B.M. Gupta 05.04.1999 23.06.2004
26 Shri Ashok I. Cheema 26.11.1999 01.04.2007
27 Shri Suresh Chandra 18.12.2002 31.01.2004
28 Shri JK. Sharma 03.02.2004 31.07.2006
29 Shri VK. Jain 08.07.2004 30.11.2005
30 Shri Hemant Sampat 08.12.2005 07.02.2007
31 Shri B. Sudheendra Kumar 20.03.2006 01.09.2007



33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

Shri S.G. Shah

Shri R.K. Gauba

Shri T.N. Sansi

Shri T. Sivadasan

Shri Sunil Thomas

Shri M.P. Bhadran

Shri Ashok Kumar

Shri Ashok Menon

Shri M.K.Gupta

Shri S.G. Shah

Shri Mohammad Akram Sayeed
Shri Maharaj Krishan Hanjura
Shri Ravindra Maithani

Shri PR. Bora

Shri H.B. Prabhakara Sastry
Shri NijamoddinJahiroddin Jamadar
Shri Sheo Kumar Singh

Shri Sanjiv Jain

Shri V.S.R Avadhani

Shri Pankaj Bhandari

Shri Govind K. Rathod

Shri Praveen Kumar

Shri Maharaj Krishan Hanjura
Dr. K. Arul

Ms. Rachna Gupta

Shri Surajit Dey

Dr. K. Arul

Shri Subhash Malik

Shri Raj Pal Arora

Shri Pawan Dev Kotwal

Shri M. V. Ramesh

Ms. Nisha Bharadwaj

Shri Ravinder Nath Nijhawan

11.05.2006
11.05.2006
01.08.2006
07.02.2007
12.03.2007
27.09.2007
16.10.2008
01.05.2009
14.05.2009
03.05.2010
12.05.2010
28.06.2010
21.09.2010
22.11.2010
11.07.2011
01.05.2012
29.08.2013
05.02.2014
02.04.2014
30.04.2014
25.08.2014
03.10.2014
21.08.2013
15.10.2014
31.01.2014
29.11.2014
14.12.2015
01.08.2007
03.01.2011
14.12.2015
05.01.2015
17.11.2015
17.11.2015

30.04.2009
12.01.2007
30.06.2008
31.10.2010
11.03.2014
13.05.2009
31.12.2010
31.05.2010
01.05.2010
11.11.2012
10.05.2014
24.06.2011
12.05.2013
01.10.2012
10.10.2011
30.04.2014
06.09.2013
01.11.2014
25.10.2014
15.11.2014
29.11.2014
03.01.2015
12.10.2015
14.10.2015
12.12.2015
12.12.2015
18.04.2016
31.05.2016
31.05.2016
31.03.2017
04.05.2017
31.05.2017
24.08.2017
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66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

75

76
77
78

Shri Chirag Bhanu Singh
Shri Sanjay Parihar

Shri Ramkumar Choubey
Shri Kapil Kumar Mehta
Shri Manoj Jain

Shri K. Babu

Shri Surinder S. Rathi
Shri Surya Pratap Singh
Ms. Rita Chopra

Shri B. Hari
(Officer on Special Duty)

Shri Sham Nagnathrao Joshi
(Officer on Special Duty)

Shri Anil Laxman Pansare
Shri Rajiv Kalra

Shri Virender Kumar Bansal
(Officer on Special Duty)

*As OSD in the grade of Registrar w.e.f. 16.11.2019
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10.11.2014

05.09.2016
26.10.2017
20.04.2017
06.08.2018
01.10.2018
23.11.2018

20.08.2018
05.11.2019

02.08.2019

27.05.2019

20.09.2018
03.12.2019*
17.05.2021

9.11.2017
30.6.2018
01.10.2018
01.10.2018
01.10.2018
16.11.2018
01.12.2019
18.02.2021
28.02.2021
20.04.2021

07.07.2021

28.07.2021

31.08.2021 (AN)
21.10.2021 (FN)



SECRETARY GENERAL*
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Virender Kumar Bansal

REGISTRARS*
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Chirag Bhanu Singh Anju Bajaj Chandna

* As on 20 November 2021
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Rajesh Kumar Goel

Lefd

Pardeep Kumar Sharma

&
%4 |

Avani Pal Singh

* As on 20 November 2021
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REGISTRARS*

Deepak Jain

o
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P K. Gera

H. K. Juneja



REGISTRARS/OSD*

Vinod Singh Rawat B. L. N. Achary

&

Rakesh Kumar Saurabh Partap Singh Laler
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Hargurvarinder S. Jaggi Prasanna Kumar Suryadevara

* As on 20 November 2021

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21







The Judicial Wing of the Supreme Court Registry
is responsible for case management, i.e. from
the stage of filing of petition till its disposal, and
consignment of record. Judicial Wing functions
through its 23 Sections and the division of work
between them is based either on its nature, that
is special subject category or the geographical
area i.e. State/High Court wise. All case files
pertaining to judicial matters i.e. Special Leave
Petition, Writ Petition, Original Case, Reference
and other Appeals etc. are handled by these
23 Sections on the basis of nature of cases
allocated to a particular Section. In addition
to these 23 Judicial Sections, there are other
Sections dealing with judicial matters, which
are called ancillary Judicial Sections such as the
Filing Counter (Section I-B), Extension Counter,
Paper Books Section, Sections relating to Listing
and Data Entry, Monitoring Cell, Elimination
Section, Sections dealing with maintenance of
Original Record and Translation Work (Sections
V &VI).

Unfortunately, because of the Pandemic, the
Courtsliterally came to be closed after 23 March
2021. For a considerable time Judicial work was
hampered due to the lockdown. Gradually the
Courts were resumed virtually, that is through
Video Conferencing. Inspite of the difficulties
faced due to the pandemic (COVID-19) 18,257
(up to September, 2021) cases came to be decided
by this Court.

JUDICIAL WING:
CASE AND COURT MANAGEMENT

Despite the mayhem caused by the pandemic,
no doubt the pendency rose drastically, but, still
this Court tried its best to mitigate the sufferings
of the people through all possible means, by
initiating different Suo Motu Wrrits, to help one
and all. In Re. Contagion of COVID-19 virus in
Prisons, this Court took Suo Motu cognizance
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in prisons
and issued several directions in this behalf.
Likewise Mid-Day Meal Scheme were also
ordered to be implemented to provide food
for children and lactating mothers during the
pandemic (Suo Motu Writ Petition (Civil) 2
of 2020). Likewise directions were also issued
to protect the children situated in protection
homes from the ravaging pandemic (Suo Motu
Writ Petition (Civil) No. 4 of 2020)

The problems and the miseries of the Migrant
labourers also did not miss the attention of
this Hon'ble Court. This Hon'ble Court took
cognizance of the problems and miseries of the
labourers on their way home, viciously struck
by the pandemic, vide Suo Motu Writ (Civil)
No. 6 of 2020. It also took cognizance of the
onerous task of providing proper treatment
to COVID-19 patients and dignified handling
of dead bodies in hospitals through Suo Motu
Wrrit Petition (Civil) No. 7/2020. Even during
the 2nd wave the Court continued to provide
relief and succour to the people by way of
various other Suo Motu petitions.
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PART 1

COURT PROCESSES- CONTINUITY AND
CHANGE

A. Integrated Case Management Information
System

In order to clear the backlog of cases, the
Supreme Court of India has made various
efforts from time to time and also succeeded
in reducing the pendency. Though, due to the
unprecedented situation arisen on account of
COVID-19 pandemic, the normal functioning of
the Court was curtailed, the benches used to sit
during this entire period. The physical hearing
was suspended and hearing was done through
video conferencing mode by adhering to the
COVID-19 protocols.

An initiative was taken in May 2017 with the
introduction of an Integrated Case Management
Information System (ICMIS). The same was
inaugurated on 10 May 2017 by Hon'ble the
Prime Minister of India in a glittering function
attended by Hon'ble the then CJI, Hon'ble Judges
and other dignitaries. This system is not only
transparent and dynamic but is also litigant
centric. Under the new ICMIS, the website
of this Hon'ble Court was also transformed
which provided lot more information for the
benefit of counsel, litigants and all concerned.
Through the new designed website, notices are
issued to the Advocate-on-Records, litigants
and also to the Government Departments
electronically. Besides this, E-Cause Lists are
also being forwarded on the respective e-mails
of all concerned.

Yet another feature of the new ICMIS
programme is that it provided for a framework
for two-way communication for accessing the
case information in future from the respective
High Courts across the country.

In the new ICMIS programme, the Union of
India, State Government and the High Courts
can monitor the status of their cases through
login IDs and also download the scanned copies
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online. Besides this, even the jails throughout
the country and all Police Stations will be
integrated online. The new system is now in
use for more than 4 years and is proving to be
a boon for the Advocates and litigants.

B. Constitution of Special Benches

1. In order to step up hearing and disposal
of Constitution Bench matters, three
Constitution Benches were constituted for
disposal of CB matters.

2. In order to step up hearing and disposal of
Special Bench matters, 56 Special Benches
were constituted for disposal of Special
Bench matters.

3. 47 Three Judge Benches were constituted
with a view to expedite the disposal of
Three Judge Bench matters.

4. In-Chamber Matters were listed before four
Hon'ble Judges and also at times before
other Hon'ble Judges.

C. Handbook of Practice and Procedure

A handbook containing the Practice and
Procedure of the Supreme Court was published
online on 21 August, 2017. This book contains
the complete procedure adopted right from the
inception till the listing of matter before the
Hon'ble Court together with other relevant
information for convenience of all concerned.

D. Changes in Judicial Work Flow

1. All miscellaneous matters are now being
listed chronologically and in relative
proportion of cases pending under different
subject categories.

2. Matters pending on regular hearing side in
which bail applications were filed are listed



before each of the Benches dealing with
the criminal categories for their speedy
disposal. Since the liberty of an individual
is at stake in criminal matters in which the
accused was in custody such matters were
also listed before the Hon'ble Courts on
priority basis.

Certain subject categories described as
‘Short Categories’ which includes Rent Act,
Compensation Matters, Criminal matters
relating to maintenance, Criminal matters
relating to bail/interim bail/anticipatory
bail are being listed before the Hon'ble
Courts on regular hearing days for early
disposal.

To avoid delay of service of notice on the
parties, a special tracking system of notices
has been devised in tandem with the postal
authorities. It helps in ensuring service of
notices promptly.

The procedure of issuing formal orders has
also been simplified. Now certified copies
of the orders are sent to the concerned
authorities. This has expedited the
process.

Thepractice of placing Record of Proceedings
in Part-II case file was discontinued and
the Record of Proceedings now is included
in Part-I right from the inception of the
matter. This has simplified the process and
done away with the cumbersome exercise
of shifting the Record of Proceedings from
Part-II file to Part-I file after the disposal of
the matter and at the time of consigning it
to the Record Room.

The Terminal List has been converted into
a running list and has been made dynamic.
This list includes all the Regular Hearing

10.

11.

matters which are ready for listing before
the Hon'ble Court.

The earlier practice of publication and
uploading of Advance List hasbeen restored
so that the Litigants and Advocates know
the listing of their matters well before the
day of listing and it is generally uploaded
on the website two weeks prior to the date
of listing. Similarly, elimination notice of
matters deleted from the Advance List is
also uploaded on the website with reasons
for deletion and also showing the next
date of listing for the information of all
concerned.

In order to list the fresh matters within
three days of their verification, the fresh
matters verified on Friday, Saturday and
Monday are listed on the coming Friday
in the same week and those verified on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday are
listed on Monday in the next week.

Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic,
the functioning of this Hon'ble Court
has been adversely affected. However,
even during the said period when there
was a complete lockdown some Benches
continuously assembled and heard
matters of urgent nature through video
conferencing mode. Apart from this,
Curative and Review Petitions were also
listed by circulation in Chambers during
lockdown period and Hon'ble the CJI and
Hon'ble Judges disposed off Curative and
Review Petitions.

The Transfer Petitions belonging to subject
categories 1412 and 1802 are now being
listed before Hon'ble Judge sitting singly
in chamber in pursuance of amendment
in Order VI, Rule 1, of the Supreme Court
Rules, 2013.

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

C

L Livd

(72]
(=
O
)
m
=
m
O
o
(=
-
|
—
(=
(=]
o
>
—
=
=
(p)




STATEMENT OF INSTITUTION, DISPOSAL AND PENDENCY OF CASES
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

YEAR INSTITUTION DISPOSAL PENDENCY
546

1950 1037 178 1215 491 34 525 144 690
1951 1324 600 1924 1560 227 1787 310 517 827
1952 1127 330 1457 1145 527 1672 292 320 612
1953 1354 360 1714 1163 252 1415 483 428 911
1954 1743 410 2153 1522 427 1949 704 411 1115
1955 1580 512 2092 1669 200 1869 615 723 1338
1956 1732 630 2362 1720 258 1978 627 1095 1722
1957 1490 999 2489 1517 411 1928 600 1683 2283
1958 1698 784 2482 1694 623 2317 604 1844 2448
1959 1870 783 2653 1829 682 2511 645 1945 2590
1960 1971 1276 3247 1910 1271 3181 706 1950 2656
1961 2000 1214 3214 1899 1654 3553 807 1510 2317
1962 2214 1345 3559 2291 1542 3833 730 1313 2043
1963 2189 1561 3750 2152 1131 3283 767 1743 2510
(6] 1964 2544 1520 4064 2463 1605 4068 848 1658 2506
1965 2366 1535 3901 2444 1341 3785 770 1852 2622
2 1966 2639 3012 5651 2429 1412 3841 980 3452 4432
= 1967 2826 2493 5319 2515 1566 4081 1291 4379 5670
E' 1968 3489 3317 6806 3138 3032 6170 1642 4664 6306
g 1969 4185 3512 7697 3731 2737 6468 2096 5439 7535
3 1970 4273 3203 7476 3779 2569 6348 2590 6073 8663
1971 5338 2641 7979 4588 1903 6491 3340 6811 10151
E 1972 4853 4223 9076 5053 1769 6822 3140 9265 12405
8 1973 6298 3876 10174 6112 2063 8175 3326 11078 14404
S 1974 5423 2780 8203 5103 3158 8261 3646 10700 14346
E 1975 6192 3336 9528 5749 2978 8727 4089 11058 15147
E 1976 5549 2705 8254 4904 2830 7734 4734 10933 15667
a 1977 9251 5250 14501 8714 1681 10395 5271 14502 19773
1978 13723 7117 20840 10624 6471 17095 8370 15148 23518
I: 1979 16088 4666 20754 11988 3845 15833 12470 15969 28439
E 1980 21749 4616 26365 14520 2433 16953 19699 18152 37851
1981 24474 6566 31040 16528 2162 18690 27645 22556 50201
1982 29706 13804 43510 26593 2519 29112 30758 33841 64599
1983 37602 18300 55902 35745 10079 45824 32615 42062 74677
1984 37799 11275 49074 28813 6734 35547 41601 46603 88204
1985 36243 15349 51592 36004 15074 51078 41840 46878 88718
1986 22334 5547 27881 17881 12819 30700 46293 39606 85899
1987 22234 5806 28040 15476 6331 21807 53051 39081 92132
1988 21950 5771 27721 15714 4181 19895 59287 40671 99958
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1989 21213 6256 27469 17389 4011 21400 63111 42916 106027

1990 22265 6223 28488 20890 4348 25238 64486 44791 109277

1991 26283 6218 32501 28679 6662 35341 62090 44347 106437

1992 20435 6251 26686 20234 15613 35847 62291 34985 97476*

1993 18778 2870 21648 17166 3718 20884 37549 21245 58794**

(98240)

1994 29271 12775 42046 35853 12037 47890 30967 21983 52950

1995 35689 15754 51443 51547 16790 68337 15109 20947 36056

1996 26778 6628 33406 35227 10989 46216 6660 16586 23246

1997 27771 4584 32355 29130 7439 36569 5301 13731 19032

1998 32769 3790 36559 31054 4179 35233 7016 13342 20358

1999 30795 3888 34683 30847 3860 34707 6964 13370 20334

2000 32604 4507 37111 30980 4320 35300 8588 13557 22145

2001 32954 6465 39419 32686 6156 38842 8856 13866 22722

2002 37781 6271 44052 36903 5536 42439 9734 14601 24335

2003 42823 7571 50394 41074 6905 47979 11483 15267 26750

2004 51362 7569 58931 47850 7680 55530 14995 15156 30151

2005 45342 5198 50540 41794 4416 46210 18543 15938 34481 Y
2006 55402 6437 61839 51584 4956 56540 22361 17419 39780 -
2007 62281 6822 69103 56682 5275 61957 27960 18966 46926 :>U
2008 63346 7006 70352 61219 6240 67459 30087 19732 49819 :
2009 69171 7980 77151 64282 6897 71179 34976 20815 55791

2010 69456 8824 78280 71867 7642 79509 32565 21997 54562 ‘é’
2011 68020 9070 77090 67131 6002 73133 33454 25065 58519 g
2012 68887 8030 76917 64682 4062 68744 37659 29033 66692 E
2013 68478 8264 76742 70385 6700 77085 35752 30597 66349 g
2014 74730 14434 89164 75980 16742 92722 34421 28370 62791 8
2015 69485 8959 78444 70763 11329 82092 33263 26009 59272 E'
2016 71460 7784 79244 68618 7361 75979 36105 26432 62537

2017 50104 6000 56104 53175 9878 63053 33034 22554 55588 E
2018 35142 4086 39228 31729 5741 37470 36447 20899 57346 ?1
2019 37785 5828 43613 34640 6460 41100 39592 20267 59859 IE
2020 24065 1832 25897 17791 2879 20670 45866 19220 65086 =
2021 22364 729 23093 16649 1608 18257 51581 18341 69922 =
(upto @
Sept)

The pendency figures shown up to the year 1992 indicates the number of matters after expanded hyphenated
number on files

** From 1993 onwards the figures of pendency of matters are actual file-wise, that is, without expanding hyphenated

number of files
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PART 1

Monthly Statement of Institution, Disposal, and Pendency of Cases in the Supreme Court
(January 2021 to September 2021)

Institution Pendency (at Month end)

1 Jan-21 3078 117 3195 1808 401 2209 47136 18936 66072
2 Feb-21 3040 93 3133 2252 226 2478 47924 18803 66727
3 Mar-21 2872 109 2981 2381 48 2429 48415 18864 67279
4 Aprl-21 1926 81 2007 1326 62 1388 49015 18883 67898
5 May-21 1185 44 1229 659 62 721 49541 18865 68406
6 Jun-21 1624 62 1686 683 197 880 50482 18730 69212
7 Jul-21 2841 93 2934 2422 248 2670 50901 18575 69476
8 Aug-21 2914 66 2980 2434 66 2500 51381 18575 69956
9 Sep-21 2884 64 2948 2684 298 2982 51581 18341 69922
Total 22364 729 23093 16649 1608 18257

Civil / Criminal Institution, Disposal and Pendency of Cases in the Supreme Court
(January 2021 to September 2021)

Sno | Month Institution Pendency (at Month end)

1 Jan-21 2169 1026 3195 1416 793 2209 53043 13029 66072
2 Feb-21 2069 1064 3133 1602 876 2478 53510 13217 66727
3 Mar-21 1979 1002 2981 1586 843 2429 53903 13376 67279
4 Aprl-21 1309 698 2007 851 537 1388 54361 13537 67898
5 May-21 752 477 1229 404 317 721 54709 13697 68406
6 Jun-21 1093 593 1686 536 344 880 55266 13946 69212
7 Jul-21 1983 951 2934 1776 894 2670 55473 14003 69476
8 Aug-21 1930 1050 2980 1546 954 2500 55857 14099 69956
9 Sep-21 1972 976 2948 2056 926 2982 55773 14149 69922
Total 15256 7837 23093 11773 6484 18257
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INSTITUTION, DISPOSAL & PENDENCY
From 2002 to 2021 (upto September)
(Both Admission and Regular Matters)
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INSTITUTION, DISPOSAL & PENDENCY
From 2002 to 2021 (upto September)
(Both Admission and Regular Matters)
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Letters/Petitions and Writ Petitions (Civil and Criminal)
Received/Filed under PIL in the Supreme Court of India

Year Letter-Petitions Received

in English, Hindi, and

Wrrit Petition

(Civil)

Wrrit Petition
(Criminal)

Other Regional Languages

1985 24716
1986 25419
1987 18411
1988 16271
1989 17769
1990 17971
1991 17474
1992 16961
1993 15749
1994 16466
1995 15094
1996 19180
1997 15503
1998 13087
1999 15339
2000 17764
2001 17198
2002 15518
2003 14293
2004 15653
2005 14261
2006 19840
2007 18200
2008 24666
2009 21180
2010 24611
2011 35026
2012 41314
2013 45588
2014 30404
2015 51203
2016 53282
2017 59561
2018 61061
2019 70403
2020 69124
2021 88141
(Till 30.09.2021)

105

286
119

71

76

92

61

62

96

83
109
185
180
160
137
161
159
186
156
171
215
226
232
193(1)
153(2)
115
135
126
214(3)*
332
264(2)
282

*Figure in brackets shows the number of Writ Petitions registered suo-motu.

10
19
25
22
26
28
16
38
20
44
36
35
17
21
22
23
13
21
22
12
17
26(3)*
33(1)*
12
14
20(1)*
23
45(2)*
48(2)*
39(1)*

59(4)*
26(2)
15(2)*
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I. LIVE TELECAST OF SWEARING-
IN-CEREMONY OF NINE HON'BLE
JUDGES IN THE AUDITORIUM

Hon'ble the Chief Justice of India Shri Justice N.
V. Ramana administered the Oath of Office to
nine Judge Designates on 31 August 2021 in a
Swearing-in-Ceremony held in the auditorium
of the Supreme Court's Additional Building
Complex. The nine Judge Designates were:
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka;
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath; Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Jitendra Kumar Maheshwari; Hon'ble
Ms. Justice Hima Kohli; Hon'ble Mrs. Justice
Bangalore Venkataramiah Nagarathna; Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Chudalayil Thevan Ravikumar;
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.M. Sundresh; Hon'ble Ms.
Justice Bela Madhurya Trivedi and Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Pamidighantam Sri Narsimha. This is
for the first time in the history of the Supreme
Court of India when nine judges took the Oath
of Office in one go. Traditionally, Oath to the
new Judges is administered in the Court Room
No.1 which is presided over by Hon'ble the Chief
Justice of India. However, in another first, this
time, the venue of the ceremony was shifted
to the auditorium keeping in view the need
for strict adherence to COVID norms. Again,
for the first time, there was a live telecast of
the Oath Ceremony on DD News and DD India.
Live webcast of the ceremony was also made
available on the home page of official web

RECENT INITIATIVES

portal of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India i.e.,
https://sci.gov.in. The webcast can be accessed
at https://webcast.gov.in/scindia.

II. TRANSMISSION AND SERVICE
OF NOTICE AND RECORD
OF PROCEEDINGS/ ORDERS/
DIRECTIONS THROUGH
ELECTRONIC MODE:

The Supreme Court of India is in the process of
creating an ecosystem where the transmission
and service of notices, copies of petitions etc.
is completed expeditiously. The incomplete/
delay in transmission and service of notice is
evidently a reason for pendency of matters
in the courts. This exercise will further result
in speedy access to justice. The transmission
and service of notice and other documents
is proposed to be effected through e-mail in
addition to usual mode of service on the:

a. Standing Counsel/Advocate for the Union
Government or the State Government/UTs,

b. In-charge of the Central Agency Section at
Supreme Court for the Union Government,

c. Special Officer/ Resident Commissioner
appointed by the State Government/UTs
or any of its authorities in Delhi,
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PART 1

d. Standing Counsel/Nodal Officer of the High
Court, Advocate-on-Record of the parties,

e. Party in person,

f. In case of Caveats, to the caveator through
AOR or Party in person, and

g. To the District Judge for service upon a
person residing in its local jurisdiction.

Additionally, for the transmission of record
of proceedings/ orders /directions of the
Supreme Court to the High Courts and other
subordinate courts, FASTER (Fast and Secure
Communication of Electronic Records) system
isunder development, wherein, transmission of
these records is proposed to be done through
secured electronic communication channel. For
this purpose, database of e-Mail IDs of all the
duty holders is being created.

At present, the transmission and service of
notice, order and other documents on various
stakeholders is generally effected by registered
post for acknowledgement and/or personally
at the place where the respondent ordinarily
resides or through District Judge concerned as
per the provisions of the Supreme Court Rules,
2013. However, in most of the matters the
proceedings remain pending due to non-service
on the respondents or in some cases where the
service is effected through Registered AD post,
non-receipt of the acknowledgement due card.
Thus, this initiative will go a long way not only
to enable completion of service expeditiously,
but also provide relief to prisoners who will get
immediate release, consequent to the orders of
the Hon'ble Court.

Subsequent to Supreme Court's directions
vide order dated 26 July 2010, in Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission vs. National
Hydroelectric Power Corporation Limited & Ors
(CA No. 6005 of 2010), the service of summons
has already been effected through e-Mail, for
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commercial litigations and cases where party
seeks urgent interim relief, in addition to usual
mode of service.

III. AUGMENTATION OF CENTREFOR
RESEARCH AND PLANNING

Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India has
augmented the Centre for Research and
Planning (CRP), as part of Secretariat of Hon'ble
the Chief Justice of India in Supreme Court
of India by approving the “Scheme/guidelines
for restructuring and functioning of Centre
for Research and Planning” and defining its
role, aims, objectives and staff strength. The
CRP is the premier research and policy Centre
of the Supreme Court primarily focusing on
a number of transformational initiatives
and programmes for judicial reforms to
improve efficiency and sustainability of the
justice delivery system and development of
jurisprudence.

It has been established with the mandates
in the sphere of policy and planning papers
on critical justice delivery issues, drawing
on available data and knowledge as well as
through new research covering aspects such
as access to justice, court development and
planning, infrastructure, case management,
human resources including diversity and
use of artificial intelligence and information
technology tools.

The CRP would also provide assistance in
critical research as directed by Hon'ble the Chief
Justice of India, Hon'ble Judges and various
Committees of the Supreme Court. Furthermore
the focus would be on strengthening legal and
professional education from jurisprudential
and practical point of view. CRP will also carry
out its own research as well as harness research
relevant to the judicial system and create a
network of leading independent scholars in
key domain areas.



IV. SUPREME COURT MUSEUM

The Supreme Court Museum is regularly
making efforts to satisfy the desires of the 21*
century visitor. In an endeavour to augment
the collection of the Museum, an exercise was
carried out for acquisition of artefacts/ objects
from history pertaining to law & justice of the
nation, from all High Courts, major Museums
& Archives of the country and individuals.
Approximately 3,613 nos. of documents/
items (in form of Photocopies/Digital copies,
Photographs, Books, Videos, Photos of Cases
and CDs) alongwith approximately 4,73,881
bundles of archival records have been received
from Bikaner State Archives, Bikaner.

V. e-SCR INDICATIVE NOTES MENU/
MODULE

An e-SCR menu / module for indicative notes
of important / landmark reportable Supreme
Court judgments has been launched on the
official Mobile App of the Supreme Court of
India, for the benefit of the legal fraternity
as well as the common man. The said e-SCR
menu/ module for indicative notes, which
has been developed by the Computer Cell of
the Registry, is being regularly updated with
indicative notes- of the latest judgments; as also
of the judgments pertaining to the previous
years. The e-SCR Indicative Notes give a brief
glimpse of the judgments concerned- indicating
theratio / principle of law involved, and are also
tagged / linked to the judgments concerned. In
this manner, the e-SCR indicative notes menu
/ module seeks to provide user-friendly digital
accesstoinformation about the latest important
/ landmark rulings of the Supreme Court and
thus serve the cause of “Access to Justice for
all”. The indicative notes are being prepared by
the Editorial Officers of the Registry.

VI. REVAMPING OF SUPREME COURT
JUDGES’ LIBRARY

1. Vidhi Sampada Project is an initiative taken
by the Supreme Court Judges' Library and is
part of the Knowledge Component Project
of the E-Committee. The idea is to provide
a gateway to access maximum possible
authentic legal information at one place.
It will have various modules and some of
which will be a collaborative effort with
Judges' Libraries of all the High Courts.

2. Supreme Court Judges library arranged
for two virtual meetings with the High
Court Judges libraries in the first half of
this year. These meetings were to check the
possibility of network inter-linking of court
libraries which is an E-Committee project.

3. A new section ‘Judges Library Legal
Research Wing’ has been created for
specialized legal research like legislative
history of Central Acts, in-depth research of
the Articles of the Constitution and subject
wise research.

4. The Periodical Section of the Library is
compiling the digital current content
wherein two lists of journal articles are
given. The first list has links to full text of
the articles available from open-source law
journals directly from their website and
the second list contains the details of the
articles from the subscribed journals.

5. Thelnformation Management Section of the
library compiles a chronological index with
keywords and citations of the judgments
with links to full text of judgments in digital
format.

6. A multi-bind machine was acquired by
the Library for providing neatly bound
compilations to Hon'ble Judges.
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A view of Judges' Library Supreme Court

7. An attempt is being made to develop an pandemic situation, which are mentioned
electronic court requisitioning software below:-
for providing quick service to the Hon'ble
Courts. In-house Training

8. Supreme Court Judges’ Library is working (i) ThroughSenior Officersof this Registry

on feasibility of introducing RFID
technology to facilitate smooth functioning
w.r.t. acquisition and circulation of books
along with stock verification.

= An interactive Training Session for
Branch Officers/Court Masters(Non-
Shorthand), Librarians and other
equivalent categories on ‘Vigilance

9. The Library is working on the feasibility to matters’ in three separate batches was

begin a digital library/repository project. conducted for 35, 40 and 43 Officers on
21 November 2020, 12 December 2020

and 6 January 2021 respectively.

SUPREME COURT | RECENT INITIATIVES ©

VII. TRAINING AND VIGILANCE

* Training on ‘Online Photo Identity

a) TRAINING CELL: In order to enhance Attendance Recording System’ was
conducted- for Officers in the rank of

PART 1

efficiency in the administration of Supreme

Court Registry, improve professional Branch Officer and equivalent, on 27
competence of staff and also to bring November 2020; and for Officers in the
greater transparency in the working rank equivalent to Assistant Registrar
system, the Training Cell conducted various and above, on 28 November 2020.
programmes, even during COVID-19 * Training programme on ‘SCI
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Interact Software’ for DR-cum-PS,
AR-cum-PS, Court Master(SH), Sr.
Personal Assistant, Personal Assistant
and other assisting ministerial staff
posted at Residential Office of Hon'ble
Judges was conducted on 5 December
2020 and 12 December 2020. A separate
training session on ‘SCI Interact
Software’ for Law Clerk-cum-Research
Assistants working at the Residential
Office of Hon'ble Judges and in the
Registry and Officers/officials who
could not attend earlier sessions was
conducted on 19 December 2020.

An Interactive Training Session on
‘e-copying Module’ for officers and
officials of Copying Section and Cash
& Accounts Section and certain ex-
copying staff was conducted on 18
December 2020; and for Branch
Officers and one dealing Assistant from
all Judicial Sections, such training was
organized on 19 December 2020.

An Interactive Training Session on
topics including ‘Communication Skills:
Oral and Written, supervision over Law
Clerks/Law Trainees and Chauffeurs/
Cooks/Attendants and other staff posted
at Residential Office of Hon'ble Judges,
dealing with different agencies like
CPWD, NDMC, Delhi Police, various
branches of the Registry, handling of
Infrastructural items, services to be
provided to the Residential Offices
etc. for 49 participants including
Deputy Registrar/AR-cum-PS/Private
Secretaries to Hon'ble Judges working in
the Residential Office of Hon'ble Judges
was conducted on 21 December 2020.

Orientation Training Programme for 33
newly promoted Branch Officers/Court
Masters(NS) was conducted on working
Saturdays from 9 January 2021 to 13
March 2021.

A comprehensive Induction Training
Programme wasconducted for 29 newly
appointed Senior Personal Assistantsin
two batches. The programme for each
batch was organized for 12 specified
days during the period from 20 January
2021 to 15 March 2021.

Orientation Training Programme for
newly promoted 23 Court Masters(SH),
with a duration of 10 days, was
organized on working Saturdays from
13 February 2021 to 10 April 2021. The
sessions for Day 9 and Day 10 which
were not held due to rise in COVID-19
cases at that point of time, are likely to
be organized shortly.

AnInduction-cum-Orientation Training
Programme for 25 departmental
promotee and appointee Junior Court
Assistants, with a duration of 22 days,
was commenced on 10 March 2021 and
sessions till Day 16 of programme were
organized till 9 April 2021. Remaining
sessions for Day 17 to Day 22 of
Programme (suspended due to rise in
COVID-19 cases at that point of time)
were organized from 1 September 2021
to 8 September 2021.

Interactive Training Sessions on topics
concerning Judicial Side of the Registry
for Junior Court Assistants working in
the Judicial Sections were conducted
on 22 March 2021, 23 March 2021, 24
March 2021 and 26 March 2021.

A training session regarding additional
features in the existing Mobile
Application developed by NIC for
tracking the progress of Court cases
was organized for dealing officials
i.e.,, Senior Court Assistants, Court
Assistants and Junior Court Assistants
working in the Judicial Sections on 6
working days from 26 September 2020
to 3 October 2020.
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(i)

A training session regarding recent
features added in the existing Mobile
Application developed by NIC for
tracking the progress of Court cases
was conducted for all Branch officers
of Judicial Sections alongwith five
Dealing Assistants (Senior Court
Assistants/Court Assistants/Junior
Court Assistants) working in each
Judicial Section on 26 October 2021.

Through Trainers of specialized
Agencies/Institutes

Two hour Road Safety Refresher
Training Programme for Chauffeurs
of the Registry to help disseminate
Road Safety Awareness was organized
through Institute of Driving and Traffic
Research (IDTR) on 11 February 2021,
12 February 2021, 15 February 2021
and 16 February 2021 for 13, 9, 15 and
8 Chauffeurs respectively.

Virtual Training Programme on
enhancement of stenographic and soft
skills of Shorthand knowing Officers
and officials through Management
and Entrepreneurship and Professional
Skills Council (MEPSC) was organized
for 36 participants for 14 specific days
during the period from 19 January
2021 to 23 February 2021 and for
37 participants for 14 specific days
during the period from 15 July 2021 to
14 August 2021.

Seven participants (Officers/officials)
from Admn. Material Sections attended
Online Management Development
Programme on Public Procurement
(Basic) organized by Arun Jaitley
National Institute of Financial
Management (AJNIFM), Faridabad with
4 participants attending the training
from 05 to 08 July 2021 and remaining
3 participants attending said training
from 09 to 12 August 2021.

Shri Hargurvarinder Singh Jaggi,
Additional Registrar (now Officer
on Special Duty) attended Online
Singapore Cooperation Programme on
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“Technology and Courts of the Future”
from 26 to 30 July 2021.

= Training for enhancing efficiency and
professional competency of Cooks/
Bearersof Supreme Court Departmental
Canteen and Cooking Knowing
Attendants of this Registry, through
Tata Strive, was conducted during the
period from 23 September 2021 to 09
October 2021.

b) VIGILANCE CELL: In order to enhance

efficiency in the administration of
Supreme Court Registry, for strengthening
of the mechanism for dealing with
vigilance matters and for bringing greater
transparency in the working system, the
Vigilance Cell has been set up, which inter
alia handles complaints, processes cases
for administrative action for violation of
the provisions of the Conduct Rules, and
conducts departmental enquiries. The
Vigilance Cell also looks after the work of
verification of character and antecedents
of new entrants through concerned
police authorities. Complaints received
against the Registry staff are dealt with
expeditiously, and in case there is substance
in the complaints with verifiable material,
directions of the Competent Authority
are solicited for initiating administrative
action. The Vigilance Cell ensures due
observance of Conduct Rules by the staff
and timely processing of vigilance cases at
all stages. Besides, in order to strengthen the
administration machinery by developing
responsible and efficient administration
at all levels and to achieve efficiency,
economy and prompt disposal of work,
the exercise of periodical review of officers
and staff for adjudging their suitability /
fitness for continuance in service beyond
specified age after completion of specified
period of service is also undertaken by
the Vigilance Cell at regular intervals.
An In-house Training Programme was
conducted for 118 Branch Officers on the
administration/judicial side and officers
of equivalent rank on Vigilance matters
including punctuality, discipline, dress
code, etc. with proper observance of “safety



guidelines” prescribed for containing the
spread of COVID-19.

VIII. HANDBOOK ON FUNCTIONING
OF BRANCHES OF THE REGISTRY

To enhance the efficiency and professional
competence of the court staff, Handbooks have
been compiled for each Branch of the Registry,
providing insights on the functioning of the
branch concerned. The Handbooks aim to act as
aready reckoner for the Registry officials /staff
and are useful not only for the new inducteesin
the Registry but also for officers/staff members
transferred from one Branch to another.
Each such Handbook comprises of- chapters
pertaining to provisions/ practice directions
relating to the branch concerned, a detailed
list of the subjects to be dealt with, by officers/
officials of the branch, relevant provisions of
the Supreme Court Rules, 2013, frequently
asked questions relating to the branch and their
answers; and also a compilation of the relevant
circulars and guidelines.

IX. COURT HEARINGS

Court Masters’ Wing of the Registry playsa vital
role in the course of dispensation of justice. As
the traditional working of the Courts through
physical mode were affected due to COVID-19,
a re-alignment in the work flow of the Court
Masters’ Wing was necessitated keeping in
mind the challenges faced by hearing through
video-conferencing Mode. Following steps
were undertaken by Court Masters’ Wing for
smooth hearings by Hon'ble Courts:

1. The Court Masters were trained to be
techno-savy and act as a bridge between
the Courts functioning at the residential
offices through Video-Conferencing and
the Computer Cell based at the main
campus of the Supreme Court of India

2. The Courts Masters were trained to utilize
digitized copies of the paperbooks and
documents; and track, arrange and place
the paperbooks in physical mode wherever
required.

3. The Courts Masters were also trained in
appropriate arrangement and placement
law books and other required material
before the Hon'ble Judges.

4. Telephone numbers of all the Court Masters
were shared with the Advocates so as to
facilitate successful working of the Courts
through Video-Conferencing and Tele-
Conferencing.

5. The Advocates were given liberty to submit
their Appearance slips to the Court Masters
through dedicated E-Mail IDs, which E-Mail
IDs were also used to submit brief notes
before the Hon'ble Judges.

6. For successful working of the Courts on
day-to-day basis, the Court Masters were
also trained to keep track of documents
filed through e-filing or physical mode.

X. EXTENSION OF TENURE POOL FOR
THE OFFICERS OF THE RANK OF
ADDITIONAL REGISTRARS

Tenure Pool (TN) for Registrars & Secretary
General, Supreme Court of India for allotment
of Government Accommodation has now
been extended for the officers of the rank of
Additional Registrars (equivalent to the Joint
Secretary, Government of India) coming on
deputation from various States. Vide Office
Memorandum dated 15 June 2021 of Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs, six accommodations
for Additional Registrars of Type-VIA (CII)
category have been notified presently.

XI. PUBLICATION OF “COURTS OF
INDIA: PAST TO PRESENT” IN
INDIAN LANGUAGES

A coffee table book, “Courts of India: Past to
Present” was published in English language
in the year 2016 with the help of Publication
Division, Government of India. The book
highlights the history of Courts and Judicial
Institutions in India from ancient times till
date. The work showcases the establishment
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of justice delivery systems and the task of
administration of law in a kaleidoscopic
manner, also tracing the growth of institutions
in the country. In the year 2019, the Supreme
Court had decided to publish “Courts of
India: Past to Present” in the Indian languages
mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution. Accordingly, the book was
Published and released in Assamese, Hindi,
Marathi, Kannada and Bengali languages. The

i o s

1 ol Madhya Pradesh
5

Stale Judicial Academy

Release of Marathi Version of Courts of India at High
Court of Bombay, Nagpur

Spigersgrs

Assamese version was released by the then
Hon'ble Chief Justice of India Shri Ranjan
Gogoi on 10 November 2019 at Guwahati,
Assam. The Hindi version was released by
the Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath
Kovind on 6 March 2021 at Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh. The Marathi, Kannada and Bengali
versions were released by the then Hon'ble
Chief Justice of India Shri Sharad Arvind
Bobde in April, 2021.

gt Jndicial Academies Direcrgyy- &
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Release of Kannada Version of Courts of
India at High Court of Karnataka, Bengaluru



ONLINE COURT PROCEEDINGS
AND HEARINGS

Introduction

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) unleashed
the first and second wave in full force in
2020-21 causing derailment of normalcy
and colossal loss of lives nationally and
globally. Never in the history of mankind
without firing of a single bullet did human
beings find themselves stranded and locked
at their physical locations. Such a situation
though arose only during the world wars
and the same remained confined to warring
nations, however the outbreak of pandemic
COVID-19 has no parallel in the annals of
human history as it brought the entire
globe to a grinding halt.

Access to justice being a universally
recognized human right finds its befitting
place as a fundamental right guaranteed
under Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution
of India, 1950. Access to justice is a
multifaceted right, where, to begin with,
one must have a redressal of grievances,
layered with the right to seek counsel
irrespective of social, financial standings,
sex, physical appearances, etc., and lastly,
delivery of timely justice.

3.

ACCESS TO JUSTICE

DURING PANDEMIC:
Challenges and Solutions

In the above backdrop without losing any
time, the Supreme Court championed the
cause and bolstered the right to access to
justice by convening court proceedings
through video conferencing using the
VIDYO App in the epic cases - In Re:
Contagion of COVID-19 virus in prisons’;
In Re: Regarding closure of mid-day meal
scheme?; In Re: Cognizance for extension of
limitation® and In Re: Guidelines for court
functioning through video conferencing
during COVID-19 pandemic.*

Today, the Supreme Court Registry may
pause for a moment to gauge how far it
has come despite all the challenges thrown
by the unprecedented pandemic. Since 23
March 2020, a record number of 1,43,626
cases along with the footfall of 12,01,443
participants have been convened through
video conferencing. The above figures have
been accomplished by convening 6,484
Benches of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, who
have disposed of 34,515 cases during this
pandemic period.

Suo Motu Writ Petition (Civil) No. 1/2020

Suo Motu Writ Petition (Civil) No. 2/2020

Misc. Application No. 665/2021 in Suo Motu Writ
Petition (Civil) No. 3/2020

Suo Motu Writ Petition (Civil) No. 5/2020
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Challenges

5.

The biggest challenge faced by the
Supreme Court Registry was to bring in
place a time-tested and a stable computer
software application to cater to the needs,
workload and peculiar workflow of the
court proceedings through any mode other
than the conventional mode of physical
hearings. Further, the Apex Court did not
have any precedent to follow during these
uncertain times.

Apartthelogisticalissues,another challenge
which stared the Supreme Court Registry
straight in the face of the right to access
to justice was the digital divide. Though
the tele-density having reached 86.37%
in India, with the rural tele-density at
58.85%° the deep cleavage of digital divide
of the have and have-nots to be bridged
was a Himalayan challenge. It is a known
fact that mobile illiteracy is also another
drag and a hindrance in full exploitation
of mobile phone and data technology.
Thus, ensuring that attendees of court
proceedings through video conferencing
always have seamless and issue-free
experience has always remained a concern
for the Supreme Court Registry. The access
to justice till date also remains fettered for
those, who neither have financial capacity
to purchase necessary computer hardware,
internet connectivity nor are tech-savvy
to manage using the computer systems and
adopt latest technologies.

Another challenge which surfaced during
this pandemic period was that despite
release orders passed by the Court in bail
applications, the prison authorities failed to
release the detainees even after expiry of
four days from the passing of release order

Press Release dated 11 January 2021 by PIB,
Ministry of Communications - https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1687591
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citing delay in transmission of orders and
judgments. The Hon'ble Court directed the
Supreme Court Registry to overcome the
challenge of delay in transmission of order(s)
passed by the Court and consequential
delay in the release of the under trial
persons, accused persons, convicts using a
technological solution.

Solutions

8.

10.

11.

To overcome the biggest hurdle on its path,
the Supreme Court Registry deployed the
VIDYO App as a solution for convening
the court proceedings through video
conferencing. Vidyo, Inc. was the first in
the videoconferencing industry to develop
and harness scalable video coding for video
compression.

Though, VIDYO App served as a good
warhorse but with passage of time,
a policy decision was taken by the
Competent Authority to seek development
and deployment of a standalone video
conferencing app which would be fully
integrated with ICMIS and other computer
applications, for the exclusive use and
purpose of Supreme Court.

For secured and quick interaction amongst
the Hon'ble Judges during the court
proceedings being convened from their
respective residential offices or from
courtrooms, the Supreme Court Registry
deployed Voice Over Internet Protocol
(VoIP) phones enabled with colour camera.
Simultaneously, the Registry also upgraded
the VC infrastructure of the courtrooms
by deploying high definition cameras,
VC endpoints, sensitive and advance
microphones as effective tools for a
complete technological solution.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court being cognisant



12.

13.

14.

with the hardships caused to the Advocates,
litigants and other stakeholders directed
the Registry to create Helpline number and
Helpdesks in connection with any query
related to e-filing, mentioning of matters
for urgent hearing, technical support for
video conference, etc. Helpline No. 1881 is a
testament to removal of doubts and till date
provides vital information to the callers and
helping them resolve their issues.

Electronic filing of cases or famously
known as e-Filing found its calling and
got the right nudge with the advent of
COVID-19 pandemic. Though e-filing was
to be introduced in a gradual manner
to accomplish the goal and objective of
paperless courts, but the outbreak of
pandemic got e-filing wider acceptance
amongst the legal fraternity and litigants
as during this time 28,326 cases were filed
through e-filing in comparison to over the
counter-filing of 14,710 cases.

The in-house software development team
under the aegis, leadership and guidance
of the Secretary General, Supreme Court of
India, in tandem with National Informatics
Centre (NIC) is in the process of developing
a technological solution, Fast and Secured
Transmission of Electronic Records
(FASTER) to overcome the challenge of
delay in transmission of order(s) passed by
the Court and delay in release of detainees.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in In Re:
Delay in release of convicts after grant
of bail - Suo Motu Writ Petition (C) No.
4/2021 by order dated 23 September 2021
has approved FASTER, which shall work
on the mechanism of transmission of
e-authenticated copies of interim orders,
stay orders, bailorders, record of proceedings
to the duty-holders for compliance, and
execution through a secured electronic
communication channel.

Conclusion

15. Post the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic,
one can certainly vouch safely that court
hearings through video conferencing even
though for restrictive purpose is a time-
tested alternative to our conventional
court system. However, while meeting the
challenge of bringing down the pendency
figures, the cause of justice must be
championed by bringing in transparency,
fairness, accountability. It is in this realm,
information and computer technology shall
play a vital role to strengthen the right to
access justice and achieve the true goals and
vision of the framers of our Constitution.
Free and unhindered justice is not a lofty
goal, the same is achievable with the right
mix of willingness and a balanced approach
on the fulcrum of information technology.

II. HYBRID PHYSICAL HEARINGS

The Supreme Court Registry was ready and
well prepared to open the courtrooms for
hybrid hearings with option to the Advocates
to appear physically before the Court when the
trends of Killer virus ebbed towards the zero
baseline. The Registry developed and deployed
an in-house software to regulate and issue
special hearing passes for the Advocates to
enter the high security zone of the Supreme
Court Complex to appear and attend the hybrid
hearings.

Court Hearings through Video Conferencing &
Hybrid Physical Hearing: The biggest challenge
faced by the Supreme Court Registry was
resumption of court hearings post suspension of
physical hearings on account of the outbreak of
pandemic Coronavirus (COVID-19). Regardless
of the challenge being unique and first of its
kind, the Supreme Court Registry deployed
latest computer hardware, web-cameras,
Bluetooth enabled microphones and speakers
at the residential offices of the Hon'ble Judges
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for convening court proceedings through video
conferencing (VC) using the VIDYO App.

Asthe pandemic tightened its grip and confined
everyone to the precincts of the safety of their
homes by onslaught of first and second waves,
the Supreme Court Registry simultaneously
prepared the courtrooms for the hearings
through video conference by deploying high
resolution cameras, VC endpoints, highly
sensitive microphones with range of 5 meters
and other computer peripherals. The Supreme
Court Registry further proceeded to develop
and deploy a standalone video conference
application exclusively for the use of Supreme
Court for court proceedings and administrative
functions. The SCIVC App is an on-premise
solution which shall be fully integrated with
ICMIS and have the capabilities of sharing the
meeting links automatically with the Advocate-
on-Record, Party-in-Person, etc. The state of
the art SCIVC App is in its very advance stage
of testing and shall be released shortly by the
Competent Authority after satisfactory trial
runs and testing.

Since March 2020, the Supreme Court Registry
has remained alive with deep concern for
all the stakeholders for dispensation and
administration of justice to which the journey
from suspension of hearings to VC hearings
and VC hearings coupled with hybrid physical
hearings stand testament. The Supreme Court
Registry while regulating the entrance and exit

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

Court set-up for Video Conferencing & Hybrid Physical Hearing

to the high security zone through its software
Secure Gate and in-house developed software
issued Special Hearing Pass for the Advocates-
on-Record, Senior Advocates, Advocates
(Arguing Counsels), Court-clerks to attend
the court hearings physically. So far, 1,43,626
number of cases along with the total footfall
of 12,01,443 participants have been convened
through video conferencing by the Supreme
Court Registry. Since 23 March 2020, 6,484
Benches of Hon'ble Supreme Court convened
court proceedings through video conferencing
and disposed of 34,515 cases.

III. OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE
INITIATIVES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Necessary directions were issued in accordance
with the advisories/guidelines issued by the
Government of India & Govt. of NCT of Delhi
from time to time to the staff members for
information and compliance thereof. With a
view to prevent creation of gathering in the
Supreme Court premises, nodal officers were
deputed as Observers at key points (Entry Gates
and Court Rooms) to regulate entry into Court
premises and Courtrooms. The staff members
were also directed to submit COVID-19
self-declaration form and undergo thermal
screening at the entry gate of the premises
regularly. The staff members were exempted
from recording their attendance on biometric
terminals and were inquired about recent



travel history, and anyone who had recently
travelled to affected countries/area, or who had
symptoms of fever, sore throat, cough, running
nose, or difficulty in breathing, were advised to
self-restrain themselves from attending their
duties and avail leave, if so advised. Further the
staff members were also directed to inform the
Office in case they themselves or any member
of their family tested positive with COVID-19
infection. Finally, the staff members were
advised to avail the facility of COVID-19 rapid
testing in the Supreme Court premises.

Asthelockdown across the nation was eased, to
secure continuing functioning of the Registry,
all officers in the ranks of Deputy Registrar
and above in the Registry were required to
attend office from 4 May 2020 and Assistant
Registrars and above from 20 May 2020.
Additionally, staggered arrangements were
made to ensure that 50 percent of officers and
staff attended offices on any given day, though,
in order to meet office exigencies, officers/staff
were required to attend office apart from the
approved roster. Further, all the officers and
officials were exempted from wearing coat and
tie while on duty till the situation improved.
In order to facilitate movement of officers
and staff of the Registry residing in areas
outside Delhi to offices either at the Court or
the residential offices of the Hon'ble Judges,
inter-State movement passes were arranged
on expedited basis. Pick-and-drop facility was
arranged for the officers and staff whenever
so required. The movement of files, both by
the judicial and administrative branches, was
minimized to the extent possible. Automatic
hand sanitiser dispensing machines were
installed at the entry gates, court corridors,
tunnel area, residence of Hon'ble Judges and
lawyers chambers block gates to ensure that
all gaining entry to the premises sanitised
their hands. Also, while entering the premises,
all staff members were required to undergo
thermal screening and submit self-declaration

forms concerning their health status, contact
details and recent travel history etc. Officers
and employees were provided with face masks
and requested to adhere strictly to respiratory
etiquettes at all times. Use of elevator was
restricted, but where it was unavoidable to do
so, not more than four persons were permitted
to use the elevator at a time. Fumigation
machines were procured for disinfecting
courts, sections, rooms, corridors and open
areas. There was regular sanitisation of office
rooms and common spaces such as restroomes,
stairs, etc., and appropriate arrangements were
made for proper disposal of used facemasks
and gloves. As a preventive measure to
contain the spread of infection, all official
vehicles were sanitised at regular intervals
and separator sheets were installed in them.
With the initial reports indicating that the air
circulation mechanism of the air conditioning
equipment could be responsible for spread of
the COVID-19 infection, the use of central air
conditioning was stopped for all Courts and
Chambers of Hon'ble Judges and instead the
Courtrooms and Chambers were provided with
separate air conditioning equipment, together
with a strong air-exhaust system. For the
Registry offices, as per expert medical advice
and with the increasing heat, the central air
conditioning system was made operational in
some offices to a limited extent by closing the
return air vents so as to prevent re-circulation
of any contaminated air, and further, to ensure
proper cross ventilation, at least one door and
one window in each room were required to
be kept ajar in all office-rooms. Special testing
camps were organized in the Supreme Court
premises for rapid testing of COVID 19 of the
entire staff of the Court at first, in the first week
of July 2020, and thereafter at regular intervals
to ensure wellness of the officers and staff and
to effectively contain spread of infection. All
assistance was extended to any staff member
or their family members who were infected.
Further, Officers and staff have been deputed
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SUPREME COURT

PART 1

for rendering duty as Observer and entry
gate of the Court Building and ABC Complex
respectively,in connection with the functioning
of Virtual Courts to regulate the entry into
the court premises and court rooms to avoid
the spread of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection and to avoid gathering. Furthermore,
Officers and employees were deputed for the
matters to be listed on Regular working days
(Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) to the
Hon'ble Court through hybrid mode in order
to regulate entry into the Court rooms and also
avoid creation of any gathering near the Court
rooms. Now, Officers and staff have also been
deputed to render duty as Observers at the
entry of Hon'ble Court on non-miscellaneous
days for the final hearing/regular matters listed
on non-miscellaneous days through physical
mode (with hybrid option), to regulate entry
into the Court rooms and also to avoid any
gathering near the Court rooms and to ensure
that practice of social distancing, wearing
of face mask and other precautions are also
followed at each entry point.

In order to facilitate the Justice delivery system
and for efficient and speedy transmission of
Court’s orders for the facility of litigants and
other stakeholders Hon'ble the Chief Justice of
India has been pleased to direct for constituting
a FASTER Cell in the Registry as part of the
approved plan for implementation of FASTER
(Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic
Records) system exclusively for transmission
of e-authenticated copies of the Judgments/
Final Orders/Interim Orders to the concerned
Courts/Tribunal(s) appealed from and other
duty-holders through FASTER System for due
compliance and execution thereof. With the
implementation of FASTER System, the said
job will be undertaken in a centralized manner.
The Cell will carry out its activities as per the
approved plan and one dedicated Email ID shall
be created.

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

With the approval of the Competent Authority,
the Registry has finalized the plan in
consultation with National Informatics Centre
(NIC) to create a dedicated communication
mechanism configured on National Informatics
Centre with its own specific domain name
encrypted from both ends [senders and
sendee], facilitation of the repository of all
communications and audit trails with facility
of automatic delivery notification.

= COVID-19 Testing and Vaccination Center:
Stepping forward of arranging camps,
COVID-19 testing and vaccination center
has been established in the Additional
Building Complex for the convenience
of Hon'ble Judges and their family, the
Registry staff and their family members.
All those above the age of 45 years were
vaccinated, and later on, this facility was
also extended to all those above 18 years
of age. This facility is still going on and till
13 September, 2021, 8,496 doses had been
administered. COVID-19 testing facility
was also established in the Main Campus
for the convenience of the Lawyers, Staff
and other stakeholders. Further, Registry
facilitated the infrastructure and logistics
for setting up of a Vaccination Camp in the
Delhi Government Health Centre by the
Bar Association for its members, staff and

other stakeholders.

COVID-19 Vaccination Centre at Additional Building
Complex, Supreme Court



Air-conditioned waiting areas to reduce
crowding in Court Rooms: Creation of
temporary air-conditioned staging areas
(Waiting Halls) has been completed at
various places in the Campus including
near Plaza Canteen in order to prevent
congestion in Court Rooms and to maintain
social distancing. These areas/halls are
climate controlled and provided with the
necessary facilities such aschairsand tables,
display boards, drinking water facility, etc.

Modifications in the Court Rooms in
alignment with the COVID-19 Protocols: In
line with the COVID-19 protocols, suitable
modifications were carried out in the Court
Rooms by installing transparent sheet
partitions between the Dais, Court staff area
and the Advocates/Litigants area; tables &
chairs for separate sitting of Advocates/
Litigants have been placed following the
socials distancing norm; individual air
conditioning units not connected to the
central air-conditioning have been set up

and exhaust fans for ensuring continuous
air circulation have been installed in all
Courtrooms; Automatic touch less sanitizer
Dispenser(s) at the entrance to Court Rooms
& Chamber Blocks have been installed
beside the entry doors of the Court Rooms.

= Publication of SOP for hybrid physical
hearing: SOP was published for the
resumption of hybrid physical hearing with
a view to contain the spread of COVID-19
inside the Court Rooms.

During the Covid Pandemic, all medical related
items required for containment of Coronavirus
werepurchasedand provided especially Surgical
Gloves, Face Shields, Sanitizers and Hand
Wash. Moreover, Pangolin Masks for the use
of Hon'ble Judges were also provided. Besides
the medical related items, furniture furnishing
items, such as, Foot Operating Sanitizer Stand,
Shoe Sanitizer Mats with Disinfectant, Non-
Woven Cloths etc. and electrical items, such
as, Ultra Violet Chambers for disinfecting the
paper books and Touchfree Sanitizer Machines
for sanitizing the hands at the entry points of
the premises were also provided. In addition,
one Sneeze Guard has been provided for being
placed on the table of each Officer from the
level of Branch Officer and above.

Due to the Covid Pandemic, functioning of
Courts had to shift from Physical hearing
to Virtual hearing mode and there was an
urgent demand for IT hardwares to enable
smooth transition. Web Cameras, LCD/LED
Screens, Speakers and other ancillary items
were procured for enabling virtual hearings
within the shortest possible time so that no
inconvenience is caused to Hon'ble Judges in
dispensation of Justice.

After the outbreak of COVID-19, the Registry
coordinated with the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Govt. of India, Director
CGHS as well as Govt. of NCT of Delhi and
discussed the measures to prevent the spread
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SUPREME COURT

PART 1

of COVID-19 in the Supreme Court Registry as
well as residential offices of the Hon'ble Judges.
After discussion and with the help of Director,
CGHS, thermal screening of the visitors visiting
the Supreme Court premises as well as the
staff was arranged at all the entry gates of the
Supreme Court of India. Thermal guns were
also provided at the residential offices of the
Hon'ble Judges'. After the lockdown was lifted
in May, 2020, in co-ordination with the Health
Department of Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT) was arranged for all the staff
working in the Registry as well as the Hon'ble
Judges and their family members. Thereafter
in July, 2020, permanent arrangement for
the Rapid Antigen Test as well RT-PCR was
arranged in the Additional Building Complex,
which arrangement is still going on.

The process of registration of 229 Advocates,
who had qualified the Advocates-on-Record
Examination, 2019, as Advocates-on-Record
was carried out virtually and in a paperless
manner on 5 May 2020, when the first wave
of COVID-19 was looming large. Requisite
arrangements were made to enable the
applicants to pay the registration fees through
online mode. Further, the applications for
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registration of clerks of Advocates-on-Record
were sought through e-mail mode, including
online submission of fees.

During the COVID-19 first phase i.e.
21 March 2020 to 30 June 2020, an amount of
Rs.1,63,83,729 was contributed by the officials/
officers of the Registry (on voluntary basis) and
deposited in the PM CARES FUND.

An isolation/quarantine centre was also
set-up on the 7th Floor of ‘C’ Block of the
New Additional Building Complex with the
technical expertise of M/s. Healthcare at Home
(HCAH) wherein all the equipments required
for Home Isolation alongwith required trained
nursing staff was arranged. Further, 20 Oxygen
Concentrators were procured from the Health
Department of the Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

During the Second wave which started from
March, 2021, medication was arranged for
patients suffering from Corona Virus. Further,
hospitalization was arranged wherever
required- for the Hon'ble Judges, their family
members, relatives as well as the Staff of the
Registry and their family members.



THE BAR

Advocates play a vital role in the administration
of justice. They are not only professionals
but also officers of the courts. On the
recommendation of the Law Commission of
India and the All India Bar Committee, the
Advocates Act, 1961 was enacted with the aim
to amend and consolidate the law relating to
the legal practitioners and to provide for the
constitution of the Bar Councils and an All
India Bar. The most significant contribution of
the Advocates Act, 1961 was to integrate the Bar
into a single class of legal practitioners known
as ‘Advocates’ and categorization of Advocates
into Senior Advocates and other Advocates
based on merits.

ADVOCATES ACT, 1961

The Advocates Act, 1961 provides for two
categories of Advocates - Senior Advocates and
other advocates, who are entitled to practice
law before the Courts. The exercise of powers
vested in the Supreme Court and the High
Courts to designate an Advocate as a Senior
Advocate is circumscribed by the requirement
of due satisfaction that the advocate concerned
fulfills the qualifications prescribed under the
Advocates Act, 1961. In terms of Section 16
of the Advocates Act, 1961, an advocate may,
with his/her consent, be designated as senior
advocate if the Supreme Court or a High Court
is of opinion that by virtue of his/her ability,

standing at the Bar or special knowledge or
experience in law, he/she is deserving of such
distinction.

BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA

The Bar Council of India is a statutory body
which regulates and represents the Indian
bar. It was established by Parliament under
the Advocates Act, 1961, and performs
regulatory functions by prescribing standards
of professional conduct and etiquette and by
exercising disciplinary jurisdiction over the bar.
The Bar Council also sets standards for legal
education and grantsrecognition to Universities
whose degree in law will serve as qualification
for enrolment as an advocate. In addition, it
performs certain representative functions by
protecting the rights, privileges and interests
of advocates and through the creation of funds
for providing financial assistance to organise
welfare schemes for them.

The Bar Council of India consists of members
elected from each State Bar Council, and the
Attorney General for India and the Solicitor
General of India who are ex-officio members.
The members from the State Bar Councils are
elected for a period of five years. The Council
elects its own Chairman and Vice-Chairman
for a period of two years from amongst its
members. Eligible persons are admitted as
advocates on the rolls of the State Bar Councils.
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PART 1

The Advocates Act, 1961 empowers State Bar
Councils to frame their own rules regarding
enrolment of advocates.

BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA RULES, 1975

The Bar Council of India Rules, 1975 were made
by the Bar Council of India in exercise of its
rule-making powers under the Advocates Act,
1961. Rules on the professional standards that
an advocate needs to maintain are mentioned
in Chapter II, Part VI of the Bar Council of
India Rules. These rules have been placed
there under section 49(1)(c) of the Advocates
Act, 1961.

TYPE OF ADVOCATES WHO PRACTICE
IN SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

I. Senior Advocate

‘Senior Advocate’ means any advocate so
designated under sub-section (2) of Section 16 of
the Advocates Act, 1961, and all such advocates
whose names were borne on the roll of the
senior advocates of the Court immediately
before the commencement of Chapter III of
the Advocates Act, 1961.

Order IV Rule 2 of the Supreme Court Rules,
2013, deals with designation of Advocates as
Senior Advocates. Rule 2(a) provides that the
Chief Justice and the Judges may, with the
consent of the Advocate, designate an Advocate
as Senior Advocate, if in their opinion, by
virtue of his/her ability, standing at the Bar
or special knowledge or experience in law the
said Advocate is deserving of such distinction.
Apart from the designation of Advocates
as Senior Advocates, retired Hon'ble Chief
Justices/ Judges of the High Courts are also
considered for designation as Senior Advocates
in the Supreme Court. A Senior Advocate is
not entitled to appear in the Supreme Court
without an Advocate-on-Record.
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In Indira Jaising v. Supreme Court of India
& Ors. [Writ Petition (C) No. 454/2015, Wrrit
Petition (C) No. 33/2016 and Writ Petition (C)
No. 819/2016], [2017] 9 SCC 766 the Supreme
Court emphasized the need of formulating
norms/guidelines governing the exercise
of designation of Senior Advocates by the
Supreme Court and the High Courts. The Court
had directed that a Permanent Committee to
be known as “Committee for Designation of
Senior Advocates” must be constituted and
also issued detailed guidelines for designation
of Senior Advocate in the Supreme Court
and the High Courts. In compliance with the
judgment of the Court, a Permanent Committee
has been constituted by the Hon'ble The
Chief Justice of India to deal with all matters
relating to designation of Senior Advocates in
the Supreme Court of India. The composition
of the Committee is as under (a) Hon'ble
Chief Justice of India- Chairperson (b) Two
seniormost Hon'ble Judges of the Supreme
Court of India- Members (c) Learned Attorney
General for India - Member; and (d) A member
of the Bar as nominated by the Chairperson
and Members of the Committee, as referred
to in clauses (a) to (c) above. The Committee
has framed detailed Guidelines to regulate
conferment of designation of Senior Advocates,
which are available on the website of the Court.
After the Guidelines to Regulate Conferment of
Designation of Senior Advocates were framed,
the process for designation of Senior Advocates
was initiated and culminated in conferment
of designation of Senior Advocates under the
these guidelines as per details given below:

Category Date of
Full Court
Meeting

Designated

Former Chief

. 6 September
Justices/ Judges of 2018 25
High Courts

Advocates- on- 27 March

Record/ Advocates 2019 37



II. Advocate-on-Record

‘Advocate-on-Record’ means an advocate, who
is entitled under the Supreme Court Rules,
2013 to act as well as to plead for a party in
the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court of India at the time of its
inception in 1950 inherited the jurisdiction of
the Federal Court and the Privy Council. The
Rules prevalent in the Federal Court were
continued in the beginning. The Practice and
Procedure of the Supreme Court has undergone
enormous changes ever since. Originally, the
Rules of the Supreme Court (as then adopted)
recognized the system of “Agents”. The Practice
and Procedure was substantially modified
in the year 1954 and “Advocates-on-Record”
(AOR) replaced the system of “Agents”. When
introduced in 1954, apart from the then
registered “Agents”, an Advocate of seven years
standing was entitled to get himself/herself
registered as an ‘Advocate-on-Record’, provided
he/she fulfilled the conditions prescribed. In
1959, the Rules were amended, introducing the
‘Advocate-on-Record’ examination conducted
by the Supreme Court.

Order IV Rule 5 of the Supreme Court Rules,
2013, deals with registration as an Advocate-on-
Record. No Advocate other than an Advocate-
on-Record is entitled to file an appearance or

act for a party in the Court. The Registry of the
Supreme Court conducts Advocate-on-Record
Examination periodically with approval of
the Examination Committee and under the
supervision of Secretary, Board of Examiners,
appointed by the Hon'ble The Chief Justice
of India. The examination maintains high
standards to ensure that best of the talent come
in as Advocate-on-Record. List of Advocates-
on-Record is available on Supreme Court of
India website www.sci.gov.in. Regulation 6(i)
pertaining to AOR examination states that
no Advocate shall be eligible to appear in
the examination unless he/she has received
training from an Advocate-on-Record of not
less than ten years standing for a continuous
period of one year commencing from the end
of the fourth year of date of his/her enrolment,
ending with the 30 April or 30 November of the
year of the examination, as the case may be.

III. Other Advocates

These are Advocates whose names are entered
on the roll of any State Bar Council maintained
under the Advocates Act, 1961 and they cannot
appear, plead and address the court in any
matter on behalf of a party in the Supreme
Court unless instructed by an Advocate-on-
Record or permitted by the Court (Order IV
Rule 1(b) of Supreme Court Rules, 2013).

A view of the SCBA Library and the adjacent corridor
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SUPREME COURT JUDGES' LIBRARY

Supreme Court Judges’ Library is one of
the largest legal Libraries in Asia. It started
functioning as a part of the Federal Court of
India (which was established on 1%t April 1937),
and is now a part and parcel of the Supreme
Court of India.

Supreme Court Judges’ Library is an important
section of the Apex Court. The collection of
the Judges’ Library is of more than 3,77,000
legal documents and ranges from Books/
Monographs, Encyclopedias of law (both
Indian and Foreign), Law Journals, Statutes,
Commission/Committee Reports, State
Legislations, Parliamentary Debates and other
Legislative materials, such as Manuals, Local
Acts, Indian Codes, etc. Approximately, 134
journals (107 Indian and 27 Foreign journals),
20 newspapers and 8 magazines are subscribed
by the Judges’ Library.

The Judges’ Library is located in main Supreme
Court complex, and its’ collection/ books are
housed in 3 floors. The library books are also
kept in all the 17 courts and in 34 residential
offices of the Hon'ble Judges. The Supreme
Court Judges’ Library is thus a grid of libraries
consisting of 17 Bench Libraries and 34
Residential Libraries of the Hon'ble Judges.
The residential offices of Hon'ble Judges are
provided with a collection of Law Reports/

LIBRARY & MUSEUM

Legal books/Commentaries on permanent basis
in the form of a Residential Library. A complete
set of frequently cited Law Reports, in multiple
copies, are arranged in Court Rooms in the
form of Bench Libraries so that the required
Law Report at the time of hearing may be
immediately provided to the Hon'ble Judges.

New wing of Judges’ Library in
Additional Building Complex ‘A’ - Block

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, the Father of Library
Science, conceived five laws of library science.
The fifth law states that Library is a growing
organism. The collection of Supreme Court
Judges’ Library is also ever growing and to
accommodate the ever-increasing collection,
a new Library Wing has been created in the
‘A’ Block of Additional Building Complex,
keeping in mind the present and future space
requirements and constraints. The said new
wing is spread across 4 floors (ground plus
three floors). The shifting of the collections to
the new library is in progress. Approximately
2,00,000 books have already been shifted to
the new Library Wing.

= Library Automation

KOHA, an Open-Source Library Automation
Software is used for housekeeping Library
Operations.
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SUPREME COURT | LIBRARY & MUSEUM ¢

PART 1

Library Personnel

The Supreme Court Judges Library is
managed by 22 Professional Librarians and
70 support staff.

Working Hours

The library is open all through the year
except during the three National Holidays
from 10 am to 5 pm.

Legal Databases subscribed in the library

Nine Commercial Legal databases are
subscribed by the library and they are:

ExCus

Heinonline

ITR Online

Lexis Advance India
Lexis Red

A

Judges’ lerary, Supreme Court

Manupatra
SCC Online / CD-ROM

Taxmann

0 © N o

Westlaw India

Current Awareness Service
The library compiles the following:

= Digital Current Content - recent articles
from foreign law journals is compiled
monthly and is sent via email to the
Honourable Judges.

= Recent Additions to the library collection
are compiled quarterly.

= Annual Catalogue is compiled at the end
of the year showing the additions made in
that year.

Supreme Court Judges Library

EUPLIZ-Daisbass of Casaliws

Supremse Court hedges Library

DATE OF NIWGEMENT
FARTY NAME
CITATIOW
JUDGE NAME
FETTTION NUMBER
FARS MAME WISE
SUHACT WISF

AT WISF

AN NUAL REPORT 2020-21




SUPREME COURT JUDGES LIBRARY

FLE- Databa e of Arficies

RETHIFVAL SYSTEM

=

SUBJECT WIS
JOURNALWISE
TITLE WISE
AUTHOR WISE

.............

Online In-house Databases

The following in-house databases developed by
the library can be accessed through the library
home page:

= SUPLIS: Database of Case Laws

SUPLIS is an indexing database of case laws
decided by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. This
database consists of case law since 1950 and
is very useful in finding out the desired
case law. The database also has a unique
feature of search by famous case name, for
example: “Bhopal Gas Case”, “Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case,” “Mandal Commission
Case,” etc. As soon as judgments are
uploaded to the Supreme Court website,
the library personnel enter the data in
this database and assign subject headings
wi